28 December 2001

farewell

Five AVRDC staff members will be retiring at the end of December. Four have been given early retirement: Ms. Meng Shih-jung (孟世蓉), Officer, Communication and Training Office, Program III, who joined the Center on 24 November 1972; Mr. Hu Ming-seh (胡銘奢), Machinery Operator, Technical Service Office, DAO, who joined on 9 May 1973; Mr. Chung Sung-jung (莊松榮), Senior Field Assistant, Crop and Soil Management Unit, Program II, who joined on 27 May 1974; Mr. Huang Ching-kuei (黃清貴), Senior Field Assistant, Legume Unit, Program I, who joined on 1 April 1980. One staff is voluntarily retiring: Ms. Lin Kuei-hwa (林桂華), Helper, Food and Dormitory Services Unit, DAO, who joined on 17 July 1978. The Center would like to express its deepest appreciation for their many years of hard work and wishes them good health and much happiness.

孟世蓉、胡銘奢、莊松榮、黃清貴、林桂華等五位同仁在服務本中心多年後，將於本月底退休，感謝他們一直以來對亞蔬中心所付出的努力與貢獻，祝他們身體健康，精神愉快！
- Source: Felisa Wang/DAO

Farewell Party 

1500 Hours, Monday, 31 December

Dr. Manuel C. Palada, visiting scientist from the University of the U.S. Virgin Islands, whose contract with AVRDC will be conclude on 31 December. He will fly back to the Virgin Islands on 1 January 2002. Also Mr. Chung, Sung-jung, senior field assistant of the Olericulture Unit, will soon retire from AVRDC. To say good-bye to them and give them our hearty wishes, we sincerely invite you to a small farewell party at 3:00 pm on Monday, 31 December in the Crop and Soil Lab. We look forward to seeing you all at that time.

12月31日（星期一）下午3點在作物土壤管理組實驗室，將為Dr. Palada以及莊松榮先生舉辦一場歡送茶會，歡迎大家參加。

- Source: Maggie Shiu/Program II

Swimming pool closed

The Center’s swimming pool will be closed from 1 January to 15 April 2002 for annual maintenance. 

中心游泳池將於2002年元月1日至4月15日關閉，進入歲修。

- Source: J.H. Chen/TSO

Chocolate is a vegetable

Chocolate is derived from cocoa beans. Bean = vegetable. Sugar is derived from either sugar CANE or sugar BEETS. Both are plants, which places them in the vegetable category. Thus, chocolate is a vegetable. To go one step further, chocolate candy bars also contain milk, which is dairy. So candy bars are a health food. Chocolate-covered raisins, cherries, orange slices and strawberries all count as fruit, so eat as many as you want. If you’ve got melted chocolate all over your hands, you’re eating it too slowly. The problem: How to get 2 pounds of chocolate home from the store in a hot car. The solution: eat it in the parking lot. Diet tip: eat a chocolate bar before each meal. It’ll take the edge off your appetite, and you’ll eat less. If calories are an issue, store your chocolate on top of the fridge. Calories are afraid of heights, and they will jump out of the chocolate to protect themselves. (We’re testing this with other snack foods as well.) If I eat equal amounts of dark chocolate and white chocolate, is that a balanced diet? Don’t they actually counteract each other? Chocolate has many preservatives. Preservatives make you look younger. Therefore, you need to eat more chocolate. Put “eat chocolate” at the top of your list of things to do today. That way, at least you’ll get one thing done. A nice box of chocolates can provide your total daily intake of calories in one place. Now, isn’t that handy? If you can’t eat all your chocolate, it will keep in the freezer. But if you can’t eat all your chocolate, what’s wrong with you? If not for chocolate, there would be no need for control top pantyhose. An entire garment industry would be devastated. You can’t let that happen, can you? “Stressed” spelled backward is “desserts.”

- Source: Ronald Mangubat/CTO

Blond brains

A blonde and a lawyer are seated next to each other on a flight from Los Angles to New York. The lawyer asks if she would like to play a fun game? The blonde, tired, just wants to take a nap, politely declines and rolls over to the window to catch a few winks. The lawyer persists and explains that the game is easy and a lot of fun. He explains, “I ask you a question, and if you don’t know the answer, you pay me $5.00, and vice versa.” Again, she declines and tries to get some sleep. The lawyer, now agitated, says, “Okay, if you don’t know the answer you pay me $5.00, and if I don’t know the answer, I will pay you $500.00.” This catches the blonde’s attention and, figuring there will be no end to this torment unless she plays, agrees to the game. The lawyer asks the first question. “What’s the distance from the earth to the moon?” The blonde doesn’t say a word, reaches into her purse, pulls out a $5.00 bill and hands it to the lawyer. Okay says the lawyer, your turn. She asks the lawyer, “What goes up a hill with three legs and comes down with four legs?” The lawyer, puzzled, takes out his laptop computer and searches all his references, no answer. He taps into the air phone with his modem and searches the net and the Library of Congress, but finds no answer. Frustrated, he sends e-mails to all his friends and co-workers, to no avail. After an hour, he wakes the blonde, and hands her $500.00. The blonde says, “Thank you,” and turns back to get some more sleep. The lawyer, who is more than a little miffed, wakes the blonde and asks, “Well, what’s the answer?” Without a word, the blonde reaches into her purse, hands the lawyer $5.00, and goes back to sleep.

- Source: CTO

This week’s movies in Tainan and Matou

	Theater/Location
	Film
	

	Nan-Du 南都
(138, Yu-Ai St.)

Tel: 222-2383
	Lanyu  藍宇

The One  救世主
	Don’t Say a Word  沉默生機

Corky Romano  聯邦大蠢探

	Nan-Tai 南台
(317, Yu-Ai St.)

Tel: 223-2426
	American Pie 2 美國派2

Beautiful Creatures  麻辣追殺令

The One  救世主
	Bridget Jones’ Diary  BJ單身日記
Lanyu  藍宇

	Kuo-Hwa 國花
(118, Min-Chuan Rd. Sec. 2)

Tel: 226-1213
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

  哈利波特：神秘的魔法石
	Serendipity  美國情緣

The Musketeer  三劍客

	Ma-Tou 麻豆
(106-7, Hsing-chung Rd.,

 Ma-Tou) Tel: 572-2159
	The One  救世主

Hardball  追夢高手
	The Others  神鬼第六感
魔鬼遊戲


- Source: CTO

	
	Weather Summary (20–26 December 2001)


	

	
	
	

	
	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	25.9恩
	
	6.8
	
	Accumulation to date
	13.0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	21.5
	
	10.2
	
	Normal (December)
	16.2
	

	
	Normal (December)
	25.0
	
	14.3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	96.6
	
	46.1
	
	Accumulation to date
	2272.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	20.3
	
	
	Normal (January to December)
	1771.3
	























