14 December 2001

Committee Assignments for Y2002

For your information, staff assigned to the various committees in Y2002 are as follows:

Project Management System (PMS) Committee
Recreation and Social (R&S) Committee


Wang Jaw-Fen (Chair)

Chris Cottorone (Chair)


Peter Hanson

Markus Kaiser


Tien Hsien-Yang

Jin Shieh


Nancy Chai

Ma Chin-Hua

Publications – Library Committee

Gina Deng


George Kuo, Director of Program III, will call for

Mike Liu Kun-Shan


an Ad Hoc committee to deliberate on specific

Adrienne Mak


issues, when deemed necessary.
Seminar Coordinator
NRS – Personnel Committee

Rachel Ko

Jürgen Friedrichsen (Chair)



Nancy Chai



Felisa Wang


- Source: Dr. Samson C.S. Tsou/Director General

News from the DG Search Committee

DG's Position Announcement
The committee in charge of the DG Search recently promulgated the following announcement in its quest to recruit a new Director General, who will replace Dr. Tsou, who is retiring:

The Asian Vegetable Research and Development Center (AVRDC) is seeking to fill the position of Director General, which will become vacant latest by early 2003. AVRDC is an internationally funded, autonomous, nonprofit research, development and training organization headquartered in Shanhua, Tainan, Taiwan, where the Director General will be based. The Center's mission is to alleviate poverty and improve nutrition by promoting the production, marketing and utilization of vegetables in developing countries while protecting the environment. Initially created for Asia, AVRDC now has a global mandate, and is the leader in international vegetable research for the tropics. Its activities are conducted in partnership with national agricultural research systems, advanced research institutes, other international agricultural research centers and non-governmental organizations. It is also seeking to develop links with the private sector in both research and development. It has regional offices in Thailand and Tanzania. AVRDC has excellent field and laboratory facilities, and 27 international staff in addition to about 190 nationally recruited. The Center is supported by a number of developed and developing countries and donor organizations, and has an annual budget of about US$ 10 million. The position requires a highly experienced professional who has a good combination of the following qualities: 1) A Ph.D. or equivalent in an agriculturally-related biological or social science and extensive knowledge of agriculture in developing countries, including the problems of the vegetable sector; 2) An established reputation in the management of scientific research; 3) Ability to raise financial and political support for innovative programs; 4) Vision, good judgment, ability to inspire and lead a multi-disciplinary international team of highly qualified scientists, and a participatory management style; 5) Effective communication skills in written and spoken English, additional language skills desirable; 6) Good health and willingness to travel extensively. The salary and benefits package for the Director General is attractive and comparable with those of similar international institutions. The Director General's term is three years and renewable. Further information about AVRDC can be obtained at www.avrdc.org.tw. Application procedures: Applications should be submitted by 28 February 2002 and include a covering letter, a detailed curriculum vitae, and the names and contact details (phone, fax and email) of three or more professional referees.  They should be sent, preferably by email, to the Chairman of the AVRDC Board Search Committee, avrdcsearch@bar.gov.ph or via fax to  + 63-2-920-0205 or + 63-2-927-5691. Confidentiality will be observed in all cases. AVRDC is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of gender, nationality, race, religion or political beliefs.

- Source: DG Search Committee

travel

Dr. Takanori Sato, 15 December 2001–18 January 2002, to Japan, to give a report to the Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS). His contact address during that period will be: 1-1 Ohwashi, Tsukuba 305-8686, Japan; tel. and fax: +81-298-38-6364; email: <ryutoku@jircas.affrc.go.jp> or <ryutoku@netra.avrdc.org.tw>

- Source: Letty Lin/Program III

SEMINAR ANNOUNCEMENT

Speaker
:
Prof. Albert Markhart


Visiting Scientist, National Tsing Hua University
Title
:
Getting to the Root of the Problem

Time
:
15:00–16:00 Hours, Tuesday, 20 December (coffee afterwards)

Venue
:
Conference Room I, 2nd floor, Chandler Hall

All are welcome!

- Source: Dr. T.C. Wang/Seminar Coordinator
Power Cut

0800 to 1300 Hours, Saturday, 22 December
The power in Service Building, old greenhouse, FDS, Administration Building and water tower will be cut from 0800 to 1300 hours on Saturday, 22 December, in order to reconstruct the high-tension cable terminal connections and fuse racks. The main laboratory building, housing area, GRSU and new greenhouse are excluded and the power will be supplied by stand-by generators. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

12月22日（星期六），因更換保險絲及電纜頭，工作棚、舊網室、餐廳、行政大樓以及水塔將自上午8點至下午1點停電，其他地區則由備用發電機正常供電，造成不便敬請見諒。

- Source: Mr. J.H. Chen/TSO

email address changed

Ms. Lin Shu-chuan (林淑娟), Research Assistant, GRSU, <sky@netra.avrdc.org.tw>

- Source: Shirley Chen/Computer Services Unit

SPECIAL X’MAS LUNCH

Wednesday, 19 December
The cafeteria will prepare a special Christmas lunch on Wednesday, 19 December. The price of the meal is NT$60 per person (maximum of 50 people). Please call cafeteria at ext.242 for reservations before the evening of Monday, 17 December.

餐廳將於12月19日（星期三）中午推出耶誕火雞麵特餐，每份定價60元（以五十名為限）。請於12月17日（星期一）下班前，向餐廳（分機242）預訂。
Special X’mas Menu（耶誕火雞麵特餐菜單）
1. Turkey noodle soup
上湯火雞肉麵

2. Poached egg
荷包蛋

3. Sauerkraut
蒜香鹹菜

4. Pea sprouts
有機小豆苗

5. Pickled radish & carrots
雙蘿泡菜
- Source: Lydia Wu/FDS

Did you know?

A zoologist, Dr. Ferrel Loki Osborn, has been seeking the ultimate elephant repellent to protect corn and cotton fields of small farms in the Zambezi River Valley. Crop-raiding pachyderms trample fields, knock down fences, and crush or gore farmers defending their fields. The best remedy thus far is a flimsy pepper-coated fence consisting of rough twine smeared with a mixture of grease and extremely concentrated capsaicin extract from habanero peppers. He said “You’d see elephants looking with confusion at the tip of their trunk, and if they pushed through the fence, they got it on their sides and tried to wipe if off with their trunks”. The response usually was that the elephants would shuffle off in search of easier fare.

- Source: Summer 2001 newsletter of the National Hot Pepper Association

news from the recreation and social committee

Dancing Lessons Continue

AVRDC hosts dancing lessons every Tuesday afternoon from 12:00 to 12:45 PM. The lessons are in the upstairs lounge of the cafeteria building. Please contact Gina (ext 544) if you are interested.
國際標準舞教學活動每週二中午12點至12點45分，在餐廳二樓交誼廳持續進行著，有興趣參加的朋友可聯絡鄧思靜（分機544）。

Year-End Festival Update

AVRDC will have a festival to celebrate the end of a productive year working together. The festival will be held at the tennis courts on Friday, 28 December, from 13:00 to 16:45 PM. There will be raffle drawings, dancing, music, drinks, snacks, and games (see announcement about games). If you would like to donate a prize for the raffle, please submit it to Lydia by Thursday, 27 December. If you would like to bring food or drinks to the party, please inform Lydia by Friday, 21 December. Thanks!
12月28日（星期五）下午1點至4點45分在本中心網球場，將舉辦一場感謝全體員工共同努力呈現豐碩成果的歲末聯歡會！會中有摸彩、舞蹈、音樂、茶點以及遊戲（遊戲規則如附）。同仁如要提供摸彩獎品，請在12月27日（星期四）前交吳穗芳集中處理。想提供茶點或飲料，也請在12月21日（星期五）前通知餐廳經理吳穗芳。謝謝！
- Source: R&S Committee

	
	Weather Summary (1–12 December 2001)


	

	
	
	

	
	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	31.1恩
	
	17.1
	
	Accumulation to date
	13.0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	28.0
	
	19.2
	
	Normal (December)
	16.2
	

	
	Normal (December)
	25.0
	
	14.3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	99.8
	
	63.2
	
	Accumulation to date
	2272.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	36.9
	
	
	Normal (January to December)
	1771.3
	























