7 December 2001

travel

Dr. Liwayway M. Engle, 8 December 2001–3 January 2002, on home leave.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

Dr. Lowell Black, 10–29 December, on leave.

- Source: Olivia Liang/Program II

new email address

Mr. Prakit Somta, Graduate Student, Entomology, <pkst39@netra.avrdc.org.tw>

- Source: Shirley Chen/Computer Services Unit

greetings from the imais

The following is a Christmas greeting from the Imais:
“Hello friends,
Since the shock wave of terrorist attacks on the WTC in September, we have been more concerned with incidents in other countries. The world is still being shaken with its after-effects. We sincerely hope that peace will return to the world in the coming year. How have you been in the year 2001? We have been/are all very fine and are enjoying Japanese life both in Tsukuba and Tokyo. Anyway, it is the first time in the last 10 years that all the family members are living in Japan at the same time, although not together, but separately. Hideo has returned to the same institute (National Institute for Agro-Environmental Sciences) as before, after serving for two years as the Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Indonesia. He belongs to the Department of Environmental Chemistry, which is mainly responsible for alleviation of agricultural supplies’ impact on environment. He is struggling a bit with fairly “green” (inexperienced) international scientists working for his institute. However, they are very happy and typical Japanese scientists. Tamae is most pleased with a safe, clean and beautiful environment in Tsukuba after coming back from Jakarta. She is enjoying walking around the neighborhood and drives a car anywhere as she likes. In Jakarta, it was impossible to do so because of its chronic traffic jams, insecurity, air pollution, etc. Yoshie is enjoying her position as a senior analyst at Deloitte-Tohmatsu Consulting. In addition to her official duties, she is busy managing a variety of groups, such as the Women’s Initiative in her company. After coming back to Japan from the US last July, she keeps traveling to foreign countries like Indonesia, Taiwan and China in order to enjoy different cultures. Shingo has almost finished his thesis necessary for graduation from his beloved university next March. He plans to work for a company producing sporting goods and chemical products from next April. During the summer holiday, he went to Mexico on his own to familiarize himself with Mexican culture and brush up on his Spanish. During his stay in Mexico City, he happened to come across the September 11 incident. We worried sick about his safety and the availability of a flight back to Japan. Fortunately, he could get the scheduled flight on September 15 to Los Angeles and further to Tokyo on September 20. According to his back-to-Japan report on September 5 only four flights out of some forty scheduled ones could fly to LA. Lucky guy! He has got more confidence with his Spanish. Thanks to the Mexico trip, which helped him live with various Mexican people for a while and also enjoy some Mexican “crazy” cultures such as football and tacos in Spanish. Christmas and the New Year are around the corner. We hope all of you will have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Our contact address is: Hideo, Tamae, Yoshie and Shingo IMAI 3-649, Namiki, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan, 305-0044; tel. & fax: 81-298-51-1503; email: <cis06250@rio.odn.ne.jp>”
- Source: Eva Lee

news from the recreation and social committee

Year-End Festival!

Good news! To appreciate the hard work of all the staff, AVRDC will have a festival on Friday, 28 December. Activities will be held from 13:00 to 16:45 near the tennis courts. All IRS or NRS are invited to participate during this time, (or otherwise keep working!) There will be lots of music, dancing, food and fun! Here are some current details: Raffle: We will have a raffle for prizes! All AVRDC staff and local suppliers are welcome to voluntarily contribute prizes. Please send the prizes to Lydia anytime from now until 27 December. Everybody attending the festival will get a ticket for the raffle. Food: Drinks and snacks, but no formal meals will be prepared. Anyone who would like to share special food with their colleagues is welcome to, but please contact Lydia in advance. Games: We will have four teams (Program I, Program II, Program III, and Administration). The head of each of these programs will be asked to select a team leader. We will have a 3-legged race, bag jumping race, centipede race, hula hoop race, and ping-pong tapping race. Details of these races will be sent via e-mail. Also, there will be some secret games at the festival.

好消息！中心為感謝全體員工一年來的辛勞，將在12月28日（星期五）下午1點至4點45分舉辦年終同樂會，所有的同仁都應邀參加（不參加的人要繼續工作！），會中有音樂、舞蹈、茶點、以及遊戲。同樂會舉辦的方式如下：康委會備有摸彩，每位參加者都獲發彩券一張，也歡迎同仁及廠商提供獎品，獎品可在12月27日以前交吳穗芳集中處理。會中並備有茶點，如果有人想準備特殊的食物與大家分享則非常歡迎，但請事先告知餐廳經理吳穗芳。至於遊戲的部分，全體員工按照單位分成四組（第一處、第二處、第三處以及行政部門），每組推派一名領隊，競賽項目有兩人三腳、跳麻袋競賽、蜈蚣競走、搖呼拉圈、桌球拍上拍打乒乓球競走等等，當天還有一些意想不到的神秘競賽等著你喔！敬請期待！
- Source: R&S Committee

This week’s movies in Tainan and Matou

	Theater/Location
	Film
	

	Nan-Du 南都
(138, Yu-Ai St.)

Tel: 222-2383
	The Others  神鬼第六感
Corky Romano  聯邦大蠢探

Peony Pavilion  遊園驚夢
	American Pie 2 美國派2

Jan Dara  晚孃
Expect Miracle  蘋果咬一口

	Nan-Tai 南台
(317, Yu-Ai St.)

Tel: 223-2426
	Don’t Say a Word  沉默生機

Corky Romano  聯邦大蠢探

Peony Pavilion  遊園驚夢
偶然與巧合
	Bridget Jones’ Diary  BJ單身日記
American Pie 2 美國派2

The Possessed  心臟出鬼

	Kuo-Hwa 國花
(118, Min-Chuan Rd. Sec. 2)

Tel: 226-1213
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

  哈利波特：神秘的魔法石
	Heist  各懷鬼胎

Hardball  追夢高手

	Ma-Tou 麻豆
(106-7, Hsing-chung Rd.,

 Ma-Tou) Tel: 572-2159
	Get Over It  失戀大不同

瘋狂世界
	Jan Dara  晚孃
Don’t Say a Word  沉默生機


- Source: CTO

	
	Weather Summary (29–30 November 2001)


	

	
	
	

	
	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	30.7恩
	
	13.9
	
	Accumulation to date
	5.0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	29.9
	
	14.9
	
	Normal (November)
	17.7
	

	
	Normal (November)
	28.2
	
	17.5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	99.0
	
	37.5
	
	Accumulation to date
	2259.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	9.1
	
	
	Normal (January to November)
	1755.1
	























