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travel

Dr. Lowell Black, 26 September–4 October, to Vietnam, to visit institutes in Ho Chi Minh City that will be linked with the Hanoi-SE Asian peri-urban project; to participate in a meeting of the National Coordinators from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos being held prior to the 1st steering committee meeting of the Hanoi-SE Asian peri-urban project.
Dr. Mubarik Ali, 28 September–4 October, to Hanoi, Vietnam, to attend the 1st steering committee meeting of the Hanoi Peri-urban project.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

Forum
ASEAN-AVRDC Regional Network on Vegetable Research and Development

AVRDC, 24–26 September
The forum on the ASEAN-AVRDC Regional Network on Vegetable Research and Development will be held at AVRDC HQ, 24–26 September. The objective of the forum is to discuss and plan the cooperative programs among ASEAN countries and AVRDC. All IRS are invited to share their professional insights at the forum. There will be two delegates from each of the 10 ASEAN member countries. Also, there will be resource persons from AVRDC, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and USA. Other overseas participants will come from the ASEAN Secretariat and working groups, and AVRDC partners. All of them will stay at the AVRDC campus. 
- Source: Kitty Hong/Program III

SEMINAR ANNOUNCEMENT

Speaker
:
Dr. Ming-Tsair Chan, Research Fellow


Institute of Bioagricultural Sciences, Academia Sinica, R.O.C.
Topic
:
Transgenic Osmotic Stress Tolerance Tomato Plants Mediated



by Genetic Engineering Techniques

Time
:
1500–1600 hours, Thursday, 27 September (coffee afterwards)

Venue
:
Conference Room I, 2nd floor, Chandler Hall
All are welcome!

- Source: Dr. T.C. Wang/Seminar Coordinator

virus alert

A new virus named Nimda has been found recently. Please don’t open the attached file with the file name readme.exe, readme.wav or readme.com.

- Source: HY Tien/Computer Services Unit

fema advice on contribution to terrorism rescue effort

The U.S. Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) advises that all persons wishing to contribute to the terrorism rescue effort contact one of the following private organizations in the United States:

美國聯邦緊急事故管理總署建議，有意對恐怖攻擊後救援行動提供捐助的民眾，請與下列美國民間組織聯絡：

The American Red Cross: 1-800-435-7669; The Salvation Army: 1-800-725-2769; Operation Blessing: 1-800-266-8695; Southern Baptist Disaster Relief: 1-800-462-8657 ext. 611; Northwest Medical Teams: 1-800-959-4325; FEMA: 1-202-646-2428; web site: www.nvoad.org.

- Source: Cultural and Information Section/American Institute in Taiwan

news from the recreation and social committee

Last Call for Swimmers!

So far only three people have signed up for the Water Olympics. We need at least seven more people or we will cancel this year’s event. Please contact Dinah (ext. 452) or Tom (ext. 570) by Monday, 24 September, if you are interested. Scheduled games include the Switch Stroke Race, Big Splash/Small Splash, Treasure Hunt, and more! Due to the AARNET forum on Wednesday, the Olympics will be held on Thursday, 27 September at 1500 hours. 

截至目前為止報名水上活動競賽的人只有3位，希望至少要有10個人來參加，否則將被迫取消這次的活動，請有興趣的人，在9月24日（星期一）以前向蔡如（分機452）或卡伯（分機570）報名。這次的競賽依舊是包括了各式游泳賽、濺水花比賽、水底尋寶等等。原預定的運動時間，因東南亞國協—亞蔬中心蔬菜研發區域合作體系討論會仍在進行中，本月份的運動時間將改在9月27日（星期四）下午3點舉行。

Dancing Lessons Continue

Dancing lessons will continue on Tuesday. There are three classes left. You can participate in these three classes for only NT$300. We are learning the waltz, Vienna waltz, cha cha, jitterbug, tango, and rumba. Currently we have about 20 people in the class! Classes are held on the second floor of the Cafeteria Building from 1900–2100 hours. Come join us!

週二晚上7點到9點在餐廳二樓的國際標準舞課程還有3堂課，目前有20人來學跳舞，學的舞步有華爾滋，維也納華爾滋、恰恰、吉魯巴、探戈以及倫巴，有興建參加的人還可以來報名，3堂課的費用只要300元。
- Source: R&S Committee
lost and found

A raincoat was found by Mr. J.H. Chen (ext. 220). Please contact him to claim it.

陳振華先生拾獲雨衣一件，遺失者請洽陳先生（分機220）取回。

- Source: Mr. J.H. Chen/TSO/DAO

humor

On racetrack rescues, death-defying: The Smoky Mountain Raceway ambulance happened to be a reconditioned hearse. And, as one race driver discovered, its initial use may have been a bad omen. In 1968, during a race at the Smoky Mountain Raceway, near Maryville, Tennessee, driver Buddy Baker’s car blew a tire. The Dodge spun out of control and, at the first turn, slammed into a cement wall. Baker was alive – but badly hurt. The raceway ambulance sped onto the track to help the injured driver. The medics got out, carefully lifted Baker onto a wheeled stretcher, loaded him into the back of the hearse, and slammed the door. Unfortunately, the medics didn’t latch the door. When the driver hit the gas to quickly get away, the door flew open, and Baker zoomed onto the track, strapped to his gurney. The speeding gurney kept moving, making its way to the straightway. And the panicking Baker could see all the other race cars, still driving under the yellow caution flag, headed right for him. Don Naman, the driver of the pace car that led the field, noticed Baker on the runaway gurney just ahead of him. He motioned the cars behind him to drive as close to the wall as possible, and they all watched as Baker sped past them on the stretcher, closely followed by the ambulance crew. But it still wasn’t over. The hapless ambulance crew finally caught up to Baker and wheeled him back to the hearse, but this time he refused to go in the back – instead he rode on the front seat alongside the driver. Bad move. From the vantage point, Baker could see just what was going on. The driver ran a red light, and another car pulled out in front of them. The hearse managed to swerve to miss the car, but it went on the sidewalk, where it skidded into a group of garbage cans. Finally the hearse made it to the hospital – with a flat tire and almost no brakes. The ambulance crew offered to drive Baker back after he was treated. Baker said, ‘Never mind, I’ll find another ride!’

- Source: OPC


Weather Summary (13–19 September 2001)









Temperature ((C)
Max

Min.

Monthly precipitation record (mm)






Absolute
33.0

21.6

Accumulation to date
515.0



Weekly mean
30.4

23.2

Normal (September)
169.9



Normal (September)
32.8

23.4











Yearly precipitation record (mm)




Relative humidity (%)

97.9

59.6

Accumulation to date
2195.0



Evaporation (mm)

38.2


Normal (January to September)
1705.0























