6 September 2002

Travel

Mr. Wen-shi Tsai, 10 September–16 October, to Australia, to learn the latest technologies about geminivirus characterization, i.e. geminivirus infectious clone construction from Dr. Ali Rezaian’s lab, Adelaide, Commonwealth Scientific Industrial Research Organization.

Dr. Chien-an Liu and Ms. Huei-mei Chen, 11–21 September, to Saskatoon, Saskatchewna, Canada, to attend the Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference.

Dr. George Kuo and Mrs. Helen Kuo, 14 September–5 October, on annual leave.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

adb-funded reta 5839 workshop next week

8–11 September, AVRDC

The pre-final workshop of the Asian Development Bank-funded Project "Collection, Conservation and Utilization of Indigenous Vegetables" (RETA 5839) is scheduled 8–11 September at AVRDC. The workshop aims to assess what has been accomplished so far during the implementation of the project. Representatives of each country will present a short progress report that will help in evaluating the status of the project and identify gaps that need to be filled before its termination. The group will also discuss the proposed Phase II of the project. We warmly welcome the off-campus participants: Dr. Mamtazul Haque (Bangladesh), Dr. Eri Sofiari, Dr. Anggorro Hadi Permadi, (Indonesia), Prof. N. C. Altoveros, Ms. Lea H. Villavicencio, (Philippines), Dr. Sutevee Sukprakarn, Dr. Yingyong Paisooksantivatana, Mr. Suphachai Amkha, (Kasetsart University, Thailand), Dr. Tran Dinh Long, Dr. Luu Ngoc Trinh, (Vietnam), Dr. Edy Brotoisworo, (Asian Development Bank, Philippines), and Dr. M. L. Chadha, (Director, AVRDC-RCA, Tanzania).

- Source: Letty Lin/GRSU

visitors

The Board Members of the Farmers’ Organization Authority from Malaysia (Prof. Dr. Alang Perang Zainuddin, Chairman; Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman, Chairman, Malaysia Fisheries Development Authority; Mr. Ismail Ibrahim, Director General, Department of Agriculture; Ms. Rosmah Jentra, Undersecretary, Ministry of Agriculture; FOA Senior Officials/Central Agency Official: Mr. Adzmy Abdullah, Director of Agriculture Economic Planning Unit; Mr. Aziz Abu Seman, Deputy Director General (FOA); Mr. Md. Ayub Ahmad, Director Finance Division (FOA); Mr. Abdullah Hassan, Assistant Director of Agriculture Industry (FOA); Mr. Wan Zainus Wan Ismail, General Manager of State Farmers’ Organization; and Mr. Mohd. Yusof Hassan, General Manager of Area Farmers’ Organization), will visit the Center on Thursday, 12 September. The purpose of the visit is for the group to be better familiarized with AVRDC’s research activities and vegetable production technology. They will be accompanied by official from Taiwan Farmers’ Association.

馬來西亞農民團體一行十人在台灣省農會人員陪同下，於9月12日（星期四）參觀訪問本中心。

A group of 30 participants from the study team of Agricultural Policy and Rural Development from the International Cooperation and Development Fund will visit the Center on Friday, 13 September. They will be accompanied by Prof. L.F. Lei and Prof. L.C. Sun from National Taiwan University.

參加財團法人國際合作發展基金會之「農業政策與農村發展」研習班學員一行30人，在國立台灣大學農經系雷力芬及孫立群教授陪同下，於9月13日（星期五）參觀訪問本中心。

- Source: Y.H. Huang/TPS/Program III

BIOTECHNOLOGY MEETING TO BE HELD AT AVRDC NEXT WEEK
A meeting concerning the plans to establish an international biotechnology research institute here in Tainan County will be held Friday, 13 September, at AVRDC. Included in the meeting will be representatives from the Tainan Science Based Industrial Park, Tainan County government officials, National Cheng Kung University, the Council of Agriculture, and AVRDC. 
- Source: CTO

AVRDC SCIENTISTS ATTEND ICDF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Three AVRDC staff scientists, Drs. Paul A. Gniffke, Peter Hanson, and Ms. Ray-yui Yang, attended a two-day International Conference on Agricultural Policies and Development Strategies in Taipei this past Tuesday and Wednesday (3–4 September). Two themes, Food Safety and Agricultural Marketing, were the focus of the conference, which was sponsored by the International Cooperation and Development Fund (ICDF). Experts in agricultural economics and development from countries such as Mexico, the Netherlands, the United States and Zimbabwe offered perspectives on constraints and conditions in the alleviation of poverty and how to stimulate small- and medium-scale agricultural productivity. Issues such as land tenure, availability of credit, development of infrastructure (roads, electrification, schools, etc.), small- and medium-scale food processing industries, and marketing trends and opportunities were all reviewed as important issues in the dual goals of broadly increasing rural incomes and reducing food prices for consumers. In addition, case studies of successful ICDF-coordinated rural agricultural development projects in Indonesia were presented. Texts of the papers presented at the conference are available in the AVRDC Library.

- Source: P. Gniffke/Program I

welcome

The Center extends a warm welcome to the 4 trainees from Indonesia and Philippines. They arrived to the Center on 1 September 2002. They will work under the guidance of Drs. Engle and Sato.

	Name
	Organization
	Research Topic
	Training period
	Ext. (office/dorm.) &

E-mail

	Ms. Yenni Kusandriani
	Research Institute for
Vegetable, West Java,
Indonesia


	Observe genebank
procedures at the Genetic
Resources and Seed Unit,
AVRDC.


	1–30 September
(one month)
	534/875

yenik@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Mr. Suryadi
	Research Institute for
Vegetable, West Java,
Indonesia 
	Participate and get hands-on
training in germplasm
regeneration, characterization, and conservation.


	1–30 September
(one month)
	534/889

suryadi@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Mr. Dedi Arif
	Research Institute for
Vegetable, West Java,
Indonesia 
	Assist in developing database
of information on Indonesian
vegetables
	1 September–
30 November
(three months)
	534/871

arief@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Mr. Lavernee S. Gueco
	University

of the
Philippines, Los Baños
	Evaluation of selected
indigenous vegetables for
nutraceuticals
	1 September –
30 November
(three months)
	534/878

lavern@netra.avrdc.org.tw


- Source: Rose Chan and Shirley Chen/Program III

AVRDC WELCOMES ANOTHER NEW ADDITION TO THE FAMILY
[image: image1.jpg]


For the second Tuesday in a row, the AVRDC has welcomed an addition to its family. This past Tuesday, 3 September at 6:03 pm, Jost Friedemann Weinberger was welcomed into the world by his proud parents, Dr. Katinka Weinberger and Friedemann Markus Kaiser. Little Jost weighed in at 4090 grams and measured 53 cm at the time of birth and immediately captured the hearts of the nurses, since the birth of a Western child does not happen every day in Taiwan (except for the week earlier, that is). The happy parents are thankful to have Jost in their arms and the AVRDC wishes the new family the best in the future!
偉寶格及凱瑟夫婦9月3日（星期二）傍晚6:03喜獲麟兒！Jost生下來時，重4.09公斤身高53公分，是個強壯的小傢伙。母子均安。恭喜！恭喜！

- Source: CTO

TSMC TO HOLD FUN RUN AT HUTOPI SCENIC RESEVOIR AREA
Saturday, 14 September

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC) has announced that on Saturday, 14 September at the Hutopi Scenic Resevoir Area in Hsinhua, Tainan County, it will be holding "Fun Run" and has invited AVRDC staff and their families. The activity will begin at 08:30 and end around 12:00. There will also be a barbeque, and other fun activities are scheduled. For more information, please contact Chris (ext. 550, <chris@netra.avrdc.org.tw>)

台積電台南廠區第三季路跑健行活動9月14日（星期六）上午8:30至中午12:00，在新化虎頭埤烤肉露營區舉行，歡迎亞蔬同仁踴躍參加！詳情可洽陳歷世（分機550 <chris@netra.avrdc.org.tw>）。

- Source: Recreation & Social Committee


	
	Weather Summary (29–31 August 2002)


	

	
	
	

	
	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	35.2
	
	25.0
	
	Accumulation to date
	170.5
	

	
	Weekly mean
	34.6
	
	26.0
	
	Normal (August)
	416.7
	

	
	Normal (August)
	32.2
	
	24.5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	98.0
	
	55.3
	
	Accumulation to date
	967.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	19.2
	
	
	Normal (January to August)
	1535.1
	

















Jost first picture taken five hours after his birth











