24 May 2002

travel

Dr. N.S. Talekar, 21–25 May, to Hanoi, Vietnam, to conduct a training course on biological control-based IPM of DBM and evaluation of parasitoid establishment in Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam Network countries.

Dr. Mubarik Ali, 28 May–1 June, to Hanoi, Vietnam, to start the first round of the production survey; monitor the progress in impact study and discuss the arrangements for the consumption surveys to be launched in Hanoi.

Dr. Katinka Weinberger, 31 May–24 June, on leave. During this period, 17–19 June, to attend the meeting of German Post-Docs at GTZ/Eschborn. Mr. Friedemann Markus Kaiser, 24 May–24 June, on home leave.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

WELCOME

Ms. Chika Azegami, Research Intern from Japan, arrived at AVRDC on 17 May 2002 for 12 months of training. Ms. Azegami graduated from Tokyo University of Agriculture this year. She will work on horticultural evaluation for indigenous leafy vegetables under the supervision of Dr. Takanori Sato. She can be contacted at ext. 533 or 534 (office) and ext. 873 (dormitory), <chika@netra.avrdc.org.tw>.

- Source: Rose Chan and Shirley Chen/Program III

NICARAGUAN DELEGATION VISITs AVRDC

A four-member delegation representing the Nicaraguan government and the National Agricultural Technology Institute visited AVRDC on Monday, 20 May to seek closer cooperation with the Center as well as discuss AVRDC’s potential role to backup Taiwan’s agricultural mission in Nicaragua in vegetable R&D. Delegation representatives included Dr. Sergio Narváez Sampson, Vice Minister of Agriculture and Forestry; Dr. Noel Pallais Checa, President of the National Agricultural Technology Institute; Dr. Jorge Bolaños Abaunza, Advisor to the President of Nicaragua; and Mr. Eugenio A. Cano, Counselor at the Nicaraguan Embassy in Taipei. Dr. Pallais and Dr. Bolaños both have long associations with international agricultural research centers as members of the scientific staff of the Centro Internacional de la Papa (CIP) and the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT), respectively. The delegation was part of Nicaraguan President Enrique Bolaños Geyer’s entourage and was received by Dr. George Kuo, Program III Director.
- Source: CTO

Literature on Indigenous Vegetables Available

This is to inform scientists and staff that the TVIS SDI special issue on Indigenous Vegetables (IV-01), which contains 36 species of crops, is now available at the library’s section on the web site: http://libavrdc1.avrdc.org.tw/. In the SDI section, users will be able to click on the article title and then link to our in-house databases—The AVRDC Library Catalogue. From there, users can view the whole reference that includes keywords and abstracts.
- Source: Chen Fang-chin/Information and Documentation Unit—Library

new email address

Dr. Flordeliza C. Faustino, GRSU, <florcf@netra.avrdc.org.tw>

- Source: Shireley Chen/Computer Services Unit

AIT OFFICES TO CLOSE FOR MONDAY HOLIDAY

All offices of the American Institute in Taiwan will be closed on Monday, 27 May 2002 in observance of Memorial Day. This includes Travel Services Section, the American Trade Center, the American Cultural Center, and the AIT Kaohsiung Branch.
- Source: CTO
TAIWAN AGRICULTURE'S FUTURE
Reported by Taipei Journal on COA Report

A recent story in the English-language Taipei Journal, a publication of the Taiwan Government Information Office, analyzed a recent report by the Council of Agriculture regarding the challenges ahead for the agriculture sector in the WTO era. Providing an overview of the sector as well as a glimpse into how the COA views agriculture’s future in Taiwan, the article entitled, “Taiwan agriculture facing difficult restructuring”, can be accessed online at the following address: http://publish.gio.gov.tw/FCJ/current/02051781.html
- Source: CTO
AIT CHAIRMAN BUSH RESIGNS

Richard Bush announced on 17 May 2002 his intention to resign as Chairman and Managing Director of the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT). He will join the Brookings Institution, the Washington, D.C. think tank, as Senior Fellow and as Director of the Center for Northeast Asian Policy Studies. Bush became AIT’s fifth Chairman and Managing Director in September, 1997. He will leave AIT to assume his new position in July. At that time it is expected that Barbara J. Schrage will become Acting Managing Director.
- Source: CTO
REFRESHING HONG KONG FRUIT DESSERT SHOP OPENED IN TAINAN

Certainly this past week’s newest gem in the eatery category had to be the discovery of Hsu Liu Shan fruit dessert shop. To our understanding, it is a famous Hong Kong chain that offers refreshing desserts focused on ingredients like mango, coconut, Bird’s Nest, as well as other fruits such as strawberries and papayas. Although they have two floors in the narrow shop, it was often standing room only, suggesting that the locals really like it. Prices were not cheap, hovering around the NT$100 per item, but it was well worth it. Moreover, it seems every time you buy something, you get handed a few coupons for NT$20 off on various other dishes for the next time you show up. Now that’s locking customers in. There are two locations actually in Tainan; the one we went to was right next to the Mitsokoshi Department Store (Chungshan Road, No. 152), but there exists another on Hsimen Road, Sec. 2, No. 114. It looks like the chain means business – they have opened up about 20 stores in the last month in all major cities in Taiwan. The nicest thing about it was that after you have eaten your purchase, you remember it is mostly fruit, and unlike most things in Taiwan, was not deep-fried with MSG poured on top.
我們又發現了一個有好東西吃的地方囉！—許留山甜品。許留山甜品位於火車站前新光三越百貨公司旁（中山路152號），另外一個店開在西門路二段114號。是源自於香港的甜品連鎖店，四月底開始陸續在台灣各大城市—台北、中壢、台中、台南、高雄總共開設22家冰品甜點專賣店，以芒果、草莓、木瓜椰汁、燕窩、雪蛤、西米撈、以及各式新鮮水果製作的冰品甜點為主，有完全不同於台灣的風味，二層樓小小的店面，生意很好，常常要站著等，而且價錢也不便宜，單點大約在新台幣100元左右，可是值回票價！低糖低熱量，清涼爽口，感覺很健康！促銷期間每次消費後，可選擇下次消費的各式產品的20元折價券做為贈品。週末出去走走的時候，不妨去那般一探究竟！
- Source: CTO
New Dancing Class

There will be a new dancing class held on Tuesdays at noontime. The class will be held on 10 dates, from 11 June to 13 August. The fee is NT$300. We will learn more about the jitterbug, waltz, tango and cha cha. Please contact Mandy Lin (ext. 564) to sign up. Everyone is welcome to join!
國際標準舞教學又要開新課程囉！從6月11日起至8月13日止共10次，每週二中午上課，費用是新台幣300元，會教授吉魯巴、華爾滋、探戈、恰恰裏更多的舞步，報名專線林麗珠（分機564）。

- Source: Tom Kalb

photo required by Central health insurance bureau

Please prepare a 2-inch portrait photo with non-colored eyeglasses before the end of May, which will be required by the Central Health Insurance Bureau to issue the IC insurance cards.

請同仁在五月底以前備妥二寸正面、脫帽半身、未戴有色眼鏡的證照照片一張（彩色、黑白皆可），以便更換健保IC卡作業。
- Source: Felisa Wang/DAO

Power Cut

There will be two 30-minute power cuts on Sunday, 26 May, at 0830–0900 hours in the morning and 1500–1530 hours in the afternoon.

停電通知5月26日（星期日）上午8點30分至9點以及下午3點至3點30分，各有一次30分鐘的停電，造成不便敬請見諒！

- Source: TSO

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

24 May 1883 Brooklyn Bridge Opens: After 14 years and 27 deaths while being constructed, the Brooklyn Bridge over the East River is opened, connecting the great cities of New York and Brooklyn for the first time in history. Thousands of residents of Brooklyn and Manhattan Island turned out to witness the dedication ceremony, which was presided over by President Chester A. Arthur and New York Governor Grover Cleveland. Designed by the late John A. Roebling, the Brooklyn Bridge was the largest suspension bridge ever built to that date.

1543 Copernicus dies: Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus dies in what is now Frombork, Poland. The father of modern astronomy, he was the first modern European scientist to propose that Earth and other planets revolve around the sun.

1844 Morse sends historic telegram: On this day in 1844, Samuel Morse, inventor of Morse code and the electric telegraph, sent the first electric telegraph message in the United States. Thanks to a grant from Congress, Morse had established an experimental telegraph line from Baltimore to Washington, D.C. To open the line, he wired his historic message, “What hath God wrought?”

1974 Duke Ellington dies: Jazz legend Duke Ellington dies on this day in 1974 at age 75. Ellington’s hits ranged from pop tunes and jazz classics to ballets, film scores, and religious suites. Ellington, the son of a White House butler, took piano lessons as a child but was largely self-taught. In high school, art interested him more than music; he won an art scholarship but turned it down to start a sign-painting business. Elegant, polished, and urbane even in his youth, he earned the nickname Duke as a teenager.

- Source: CTO
MAY RECREATION: TABLE TENNIS

Next week will feature a traditional favorite activity by the Recreation and Social Committee, table tennis. Next Wednesday (29 May) during recreation time (1500–1630 hours), players can serve their way to victory. Interested players can contact Miss Jin Shieh (ext. 331, <jin@netra.avrdc.org.tw>) to register before Tuesday lunch time. 

下週三（5月29日）下午3點運動時間，鎖定的比賽項目是桌球，有興趣參加比賽的人可在週二中午以前向謝雪琴報名（分機331, <jin@netra.avrdc.org.tw>）。

- Source: Recreation & Social Committee
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	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	33.0
	
	21.2
	
	Accumulation to date
	119.0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	30.7
	
	23.8
	
	Normal (May)
	175.1
	

	
	Normal (May)
	29.4
	
	19.2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	100.0
	
	75.4
	
	Accumulation to date
	143.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	29.9
	
	
	Normal (January to May)
	335.0
	























