19 April 2002

DG DESIGNATES CLEAN-UP DAY TO PREPARE FOR OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, 25 April

Due to the untidy conditions of many of the areas around the AVRDC, including the demonstrations slated for the Open House, the Director General has designated next Thursday, 25 April as an AVRDC-wide clean-up day. All program directors and unit heads are responsible for ensuring that their areas which will have visitors for demonstrations are in the best possible condition in terms of cleanliness and organization. However, all AVRDC staff are strongly urged to make sure that all areas, not only around their specific demonstrations, are clean. All unneeded equipment, cans, bags, etc. should be out of visitors’ view. The management hopes that come the day of the Open House, the Center will be seen as both professional and well-maintained.

為呈現亞蔬最美好的一面給所有來參加5月2日「亞蔬地主國日」各界人士，鄒主任選定4月25日（星期四）—亞蔬清潔日—實施全面性的清掃。已規劃為「地主國日」展示的試驗田、溫室、網室、實驗場所等地區的處長及單位主管，請全力配合督導所有區域的整齊清潔，不必要的設備、器械、瓶瓶罐罐、塑膠袋等雜物，請一律清除。希望在「亞蔬地主國日」能分享來賓，我們既專業又具高水準的展示！

- Source: Dr. Samson C.S. Tsou/Director General

OPEN HOUSE REHEARSAL

Friday, 26 April
With the AVRDC Open House fast approaching, an Open House rehearsal is scheduled for next Friday, 26 April. All those presenting are asked to be ready to present their specific work at that time. The Open House Committee will provide signboards indicating the demonstration number, site, and title for the visitors. However, those interested in creating their own demonstration boards (in addition to the fact sheets) are responsible for that themselves. Those who need assistance with printing/creation of their demonstration boards can contact Cincinnati Advertising in Tainan at 222-4798/1704 (please ask for Miss Ni). Please have them ready for the rehearsal if possible. Each presenter for next week will be responsible for ensuring that the areas in and around their demonstrations are flat and clean and will accommodate up to 30 visitors at a time. As a brief presentation for the Board of Directors found out yesterday, some of the field demonstrations are difficult to enter into due to the poor quality of bridges over ditches, streams, etc. and due to the amount of soft or loose dirt near the demonstration. Also, large umbrellas for demonstrations no. 3, 4 and 18 through 22 can picked up next week from the Technical Service Office. The schedule for the rehearsal will be forwarded to the unit heads on Monday. Also, all unit heads are requested to forward the names of the persons who will present and assist the presenter to Dr. S.K. Green at ext.350 <skg@netra.avrdc.org.tw>. Presentations will be in English, but each demonstration should have a Chinese-speaking assistant to help translate if needed.

「亞蔬地主國日」即將到來，4月26日（星期五）將先行舉辦一場預演，所有單位請在預演前將展出成果準備妥當，承辦人員會提供當天展示項目、地點、名稱的指示牌，各單位也可以自行製作自己的展示說明，如果要製成海報，可逕自聯絡台南市辛辛那提廣告公司（電話222-4798或222-1704倪小姐）印製，各單位所準備的展示場地至少一次可容納30人。昨天理事們參觀了部份的展示場地發現：有些通道過於狹窄，田埂水溝的腳踏太破爛，部份地區土質過於鬆軟，希望在預演前都能改善。技術服務科將會提供大型遮陽傘給第3、4、18至22展示區，下星期負責這些展示區的單位就可前往領取，預演的活動時間表下星期一會分送給各單位主管，各單位也要提出一份「亞蔬地主國日」當天服務或做展示說明的人員名單給葛琳博士（分機350；<skg@netra.avrdc.org.tw>）。活動當天以英文為主，如果有需要，各單位也可自行指派一位中文翻譯人員協助。

- Source: OH Committee
AVRDC’S DG, GRSU FEATURED IN NATIONAL ENGLISH PRESS

The Taipei Times, the largest English daily in Taiwan, recently held a question-and-answer session with the AVRDC DG, Dr. Tsou, regarding AVRDC. A second report on the GRSU and Dr. Engle was also written, regarding germplasm flow in the WTO-era. For those interested in reading the full report, the stories are online at the following addresses: DG Story: <http://www.taipeitimes.com/news/2002/04/15/story/0000131979> and GRSU Story: <http://www.taipeitimes.com/news/2002/04/12/story/0000131600>.
- Source: CTO

travel

Dr. Katinka Weinberger, 22–26 April, to Beijing, China, to initiate Mungbean Impact Project for China; to meet with representatives from the China Agricultural Science Research Institute and the Institute of Crop Germplasm Resources Research; to discuss details of collaboration and have initial talks with the staff involved.

Dr. S. Shanmugasundaram, 24–30 April, to Dhaka, Bangladesh, to participate in the in-country planning meeting for the Department for International Development (DFID)/Mungbean Project and observe the trials already initiated under the project.

Dr. N.S. Talekar, 26–27 April, to Thailand, to supervise the DFID project research at ARC-KPS; 28 April–1 May, to Vientiane, Laos, to attend Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam Network (CLVNET) planning meeting.

Dr. Liwayway M. Engle, 24–30 April, to Seoul, Korea, to visit the Rural Development Administration (RDA), Korea, to discuss implementation of the Collaborative Research Projects between RDA and AVRDC; to meet specific collaborating scientists and discuss the activities for implementation; to visit the national genebank of Korea and discuss possible collaboration.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

Approved Donor’s Special Projects

The funding of the following special projects have been approved during January to April 2002:

	Project Title
	Approved Budget
	Project Duration

	Donor:  Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR)

	1. Sustainable integrated management of whiteflies as pests and vectors of plant viruses in Asia –

Phase 2
	A$ 167,700
	1 Jan.2002 to 31 Dec.2003

	Donor:  Asian Development Bank (ADB)

	2. Collaborative vegetable research network for Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Vietnam, Phase II
	US$ 650,000
	Mar. 2002 to Mar. 2005

	Donor:  ROC Council of Agriculture (COA)

	3. Molecular strategies for the analysis of pepper plants and Phytophthora capsici interactions
	NT$ 90,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	4. Use of ecological information on the development of integrated management system for tomato bacterial wilt  
	NT$ 686,000


	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	5. Host plant resistance for control of tomato late blight
	NT$ 440,000


	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	6. Studies on the plant host resistance of tomato germplasm to Pythium root rot and evaluation on its application
	NT$ 420,000


	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	7. Establishment of an expert system for integrating information on agricultural wastes composting and utilization
	NT$ 415,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	8. Consultation Workshop on the Cross-Regional Cooperation of Regional Vegetable Research and Development Networks
	NT$ 2,009,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	9. Attending the ABIC 2002 and visiting NRC-PBI
	NT$ 255,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	10. Evaluation of antioxidant activity levels among Solanacea germplasm accessions
	NT$ 1,500,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2002

	Donor:  Department for International Development, United Kingdom (DFID)

	11. Improving income and nutrition by incorporating mungbean in cereal fallows in the Indo-Gangetic Plains of South Asia
	£ 300,000
	Mar. 2002 to Mar. 2004

	Donor:  French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

	12. Peri-urban agriculture sustainable development for food security in Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia)
	Euro 253,644

(for Year 1)
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2004

	Donor:  BMZ/GTZ, Germany

	13. Enhancing production and utilization of African indigenous vegetables in ASARECA member countries
	US$ 100,000
	1 Jan. 2002 to 31 Dec. 2003

	14. Development of locally-adapted, multiple-

disease-resistant, high-yielding chili (Capsicum annuum) cultivars for targeted countries in Asia
	Euro 1,350,000
	1 Mar. 2002 to 28 Feb. 2005

	Donor:  Japanese Government

	15. Breeding of resistant varieties through inter-

species hybridization
	US$ 124,000
	1 Apr. 2002 to 31 Mar. 2003

	16. Development of expert system for tropical

vegetables
	US$ 30,000
	1 Apr. 2002 to 31 Mar. 2003

	17. Degree training of vegetable research resources for ASEAN-CLVM countries
	US$ 30,000
	1 Apr. 2002 to 31 Mar. 2003


- Source: Dr. Jürgen Friedrichsen/DDG

WELCOME

Seven Filipino Summer Students from the University of the Philippines Los Baños. They arrived at AVRDC on 14 April 2002 for 1.5 months of training.

	Name
	Topic
	Unit
	Advisor
	Ext. (Office/Dormitory)/

Email Address

	Mr. Chris Angelo R. Reynaldo
	Diversity analysis in ivy gourd (Coccinia

grandis)
	GRSU
	Dr. T. Sato 
	532, 534/660

youthwin@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Jezaniah Kira S. Tena
	Comparison of diversity recovered in

Capsicum core collection and random

sampling
	GRSU
	Dr. L.M. Engle
	532, 534/888

kniah13@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Arlene V. Zapanta
	Statistical characteristics in morphological

traits of selected indigenous vegetable

species
	GRSU
	Dr. L.M. Engle
	532, 534/869

arlene@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Avigail D. Briones
	Statistical characteristics in morphological

traits of selected indigenous vegetable

species
	GRSU
	Dr. L.M. Engle
	532, 534/888

vige23@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Pauline Joy A. Pastor
	Hybridization in, and statistical analysis of

vegetable soybean data
	Legume Unit
	Dr. S. Sundar
	307/869

bhadtz@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Maria Leah D. Balba
	Field evaluation and data collation of new

vegetables from the tropics 
	Technology and

Promotion Services
	Dr. George Kuo
	551/870

leya@netra.avrdc.org.tw

	Ms. Salve Kristina T. Mogul
	Field evaluation and data collation of new

vegetables from the tropics 
	Technology and
Promotion Services
	Dr. George Kuo
	551/870

salbehe@netra.avrdc.org.tw


- Source: Rose Chan/Program III

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY: TWO FAMOUS 18 APRIL EVENTS

1955 Albert Einstein dies: Albert Einstein died in his sleep in a hospital in Princeton, New Jersey, at the age of seventy-six. Einstein’s revolutionary theories about time, space, and gravity profoundly influenced the course of modern science. Einstein was born in Germany, grew up in Milan, studied and taught in Switzerland, returned to Germany, and later fled to the United States on the eve of World War II. An avid pacifist, he nevertheless set the stage for the invention of nuclear weapons when he wrote a letter to President Roosevelt, warning that Germany might build an atom bomb.
1906 The Great San Francisco Earthquake: At 5:13 a.m. on 18 April, an earthquake estimated at close to 8.0 on the Richter scale struck San Francisco, California, killing hundreds of people as it toppled numerous buildings. The quake was caused by a slip of the San Andreas Fault over a segment about 275 miles long, and shock waves could be felt from southern Oregon down to Los Angeles. San Francisco’s brick buildings and wooden Victorian structures were especially devastated. Fires immediately broke out and—because broken water mains prevented firefighters from stopping them—firestorms soon developed citywide. At 7 a.m., U.S. Army troops from Fort Mason reported to the Hall of Justice, and San Francisco Mayor E.E. Schmitz called for the enforcement of a dusk-to-dawn curfew and authorized soldiers to shoot-to-kill anyone found looting. Meanwhile, in the face of significant aftershocks, firefighters and U.S. troops fought desperately to control the ongoing fire, often dynamiting whole city blocks to create firewalls. On 20 April, 20,000 refugees trapped by the massive fire were evacuated from the foot of Van Ness Avenue onto the USS Chicago. By 23 April, most fires were extinguished, and authorities commenced the task of rebuilding the devastated metropolis. It was estimated that some 3,000 people died as a result of the Great San Francisco Earthquake and the devastating fires it inflicted upon the city. Almost 30,000 buildings were destroyed, including most of the city’s homes and nearly all the central business district.
- Source: CTO
AVRDC SOCCER TOURNAMENT NEXT WEEK

The AVRDC Soccer (Football) Tournament next week will feature Program I vs. Program II on Monday (22 April) afternoon at lunch time on the field behind the laboratory. On Wednesday (24 April) at lunch time, Program III will play Administration. The Championship game and a consolation match will be played on Wednesday (24 April) afternoon during the official recreation time (3:00 pm to 4:30 pm). Games will last 30 minutes. Program III and Administration teams still need a few players, so please contact the program secretary (Program III: Kitty Hong at ext 501 <kitty@netra.avrdc.org.tw>; Administration: Melody Ho at ext 201 <melody@netra.avrdc.org.tw>. Also, interested players can play this evening (Friday 19 April) at 5:00 pm behind the laboratory as a practice/scrimmage. All players are welcome.

本中心的足球賽就要開踢囉！首先登場的是第一處及第二處對抗賽，時間訂在下週一（4月22日）中午，球場設在實驗室後面的草地，每場比賽預計進行30分鐘，4月24日（星期三）中午則是由第三處出戰行政隊，決賽及三、四名爭奪賽將在4月24日下午的運動時間舉行。截至目前為止，第三處及行政隊都還「欠  」，希望踴躍向負責報名的秘書登記—第三處：洪鶯桂（分機501）<kitty@netra.avrdc.org.tw>;行政：何麗香（分機201）<melody@netra.avrdc.org.tw>。康委會熱情邀約所有的球友，今天（4月19日）下午5點，在實驗室後面的草坪來試試腳下功夫，做個賽前暖身！

- Source: Recreation & Social Committee

Dancing Class and Practice This Week

Dancing class and practice shall resume this week. The class will be at noon and the practice will be at 5 PM, both on Tuesday.
國際標準舞中午時段的課程以及晚間的練習自下週二（4月23日）起恢復正常的時間，請大家告訴大家！
- Source: Dr. Tom Kalb

	
	Weather Summary (1–17 April 2002)


	

	
	
	

	
	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	33.0
	
	17.4
	
	Accumulation to date
	0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	30.5
	
	21.1
	
	Normal (April)
	66.8
	

	
	Normal (April)
	29.4
	
	19.2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	99.5
	
	58.5
	
	Accumulation to date
	24.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	93.6
	
	
	Normal (January to April)
	159.9
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