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travel

Dr. Samson C. S. Tsou, 3–10 March, to Arusha, Tanzania, to attend the FAO/AVRDC Workshop “Increasing Consumption of Micronutrient-Rich Foods through Production and Promotion of Indigenous Crops” at ARP.

Dr. N.S. Talekar, 3–8 March, to Vientiane, Laos, to attend planning meeting of the Centre de Coopération Internationale en Recherche Agronomique pour le Developpement (CIRAD) Peri-Urban Project in Southeast Asia.
Dr. Liwayway M. Engle, 8–17 March, to Tanzania, to give lectures in the Indigenous Vegetable Characterization and Seed Multiplication Training Course at ARP; 18–23 March, to Manila, the Philippines, to discuss with the Asian Development Bank staff the project on indigenous vegetables; to participate as member of the review panel in the Workshop on Plant Genetic Resources in DA-BAR.

- Source: Yvonne Ting/DAO

PERI-URBAN WORKSHOP SLATED FOR 10–15 MARCH AT AVRDC

The Fourth Annual Workshop for the Manila Peri-urban Vegetable Project is scheduled for 10–15 March here at AVRDC. The workshop will review the results of the past four years of the BMZ-funded project and map out the coming year’s plans. In total, the workshop will involve nearly 30 scientists and staff with 15 international participants scheduled to arrive beginning on 10 March. The workshop will feature three days of presentations with a scheduled tour of Taiwan’s vegetable production and markets for all participants. The AVRDC looks forward to the conference and warmly welcomes all participants of the workshop.
- Source: Program II and CTO
AIT ANNOUNCES NEW WEB PAGE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The American Institute in Taiwan’s Kaohsiung office recently announced the US Department of State’s creation of a new web site focusing on sustainable development. Entitled “Global Issues Sustainable Development”, the page provides a source for information on international events concerning the environment, economics, social development and governance in 2002. In addition, it includes a calendar of events, texts, reports and links from both government and non-government sources. The web page can be accessed from the following URL: http://www.usinfo.state.gov/topical/global/develop/.

- Source: CTO

SDI Bulletins available

The Tropical Vegetable Information SDI Bulletins AL-17 (Allium), CC-10 (Cabbage), and PP-20 (Pepper) are now available at AVRDC/Library web site.

- Source: Fang-Chin Chen/Library

AVRDC TRAINEES, STAFF ENJOY FIREWORKS DISPLAY IN TAINAN

Nineteen AVRDC trainees and staff traveled to Tainan’s Sheng Mu Temple at Lu Er Men to enjoy the incredible fireworks display put on for the recent Lantern Festival. Included in the festivities were local school marching bands, an endless array of traditional Chinese snacks and, of course, the fireworks extravaganza. All who attended warmly appreciate the efforts of the Training Office and Gina Deng in setting up the trip and making this Lantern Festival a memorable one.

19位亞蔬的同仁及學員在元宵節當晚赴鹿耳門聖母廟觀看燦爛炫目的高空煙火表演，除了令人嘆為觀止的煙火、震耳欲聾的蜂炮之外，還有國中、小學的鼓號樂隊，鼓笛隊和花燈隊表演、以及各式各樣的民俗小吃，特別要感謝訓練組及鄧思靜所做的一切安排，讓大家享受了一個既刺激又美麗而且回味無窮的元宵節夜晚。

- Source: Recreation & Social Committee
New address of Dr. D.P. Singh

Dr. D.P. Singh, the former Senior Horticulturist, AVRDC/USAID/Bangladesh Project in Bangladesh, has a new contact address as follows: National Coordinator (NATP)/ICAR, Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan–II, Pusa Campus, New Delhi-110012, India; tel: +91-11-5822380; fax: +91-11-5810473; email: <dpsingh45@yahoo.com>.

- Source: Melody Ho/DAO

FOREIGN WORKERS SPORTS DAY

Organized by Tainan City Government, 23–24 March

On 23–24 March at the Tainan City Recreation Park, the Tainan City Government has scheduled a two-day athletic contest featuring both a Men’s 2000-meter run and a Women’s 800-meter race. In addition, the event will include an Olympic-style “Opening Ceremony” where each team is invited to march into the Tainan sports stadium carrying their organization’s flag. Prizes will be awarded to winning teams. Foreign staff interested in competing should contact Mr. Cheng Jen-hwa (ext. 217/218) at the gate while interested trainees can contact Peter Chen (ext. 571) in the Training Office.
3月23、24日兩天，台南市政府將在台南市市立體育場舉辦勞工運動會，本中心可報名參加外勞男子2000公尺及女子800公尺大隊接力賽，在開幕典禮時，我們的代表隊可持本中心旗幟繞場，各優勝隊伍亦可獲市府頒獎，有興趣參賽的外籍同仁可向警衛鄭建華（分機217/218）報名，學員請聯絡訓練組陳一鳴（分機571）。

- Source: Cheng Jen-hwa（鄭建華）/TSO
Did you know?

A zoologist, Dr. Ferrel Loki Osborn, has been seeking the ultimate elephant repellent to protect corn and cotton fields of small farms in the Zambezi River Valley. Crop-raiding pachyderms trample fields, knock down fences, and crush or gore farmers defending their fields. The best remedy thus far is a flimsy pepper-coated fence consisting of rough twine smeared with a mixture of grease and extremely concentrated capsaicin extract from habanero peppers. He said, “You’d see elephants looking with confusion at the tip of their trunk, and if they pushed through the fence, they got it on their sides and tried to wipe it off with their trunks.” The response usually was that the elephants would shuffle of in search of easier fare.

- Source: Summer 2001 newsletter of the National Hot Pepper Association.
humor

Differences Between You and Your Boss 

· When you’re out of the office, you’re wandering around.

· When your boss is out of the office, he’s on business.

· When you’re on a day off sick, you’re always calling in sick.

· When your boss is a day off sick, he must be very ill.

· When you apply for leave, you must be going for an interview.

· When your boss applies for leave, it’s because he’s overworked.
- Source: Olivia Liang
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	Temperature ((C)
	Max
	
	Min.
	
	Monthly precipitation record (mm)


	
	

	
	Absolute
	29.0
	
	14.3
	
	Accumulation to date
	0
	

	
	Weekly mean
	26.5
	
	15.0
	
	Normal (February)
	30.9
	

	
	Normal (February)
	24.1
	
	12.9
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yearly precipitation record (mm)
	
	

	
	Relative humidity (%)

	99.9
	
	48.7
	
	Accumulation to date
	22.0
	

	
	Evaporation (mm)
	
	25.6
	
	
	Normal (January to February)
	48.2
	


TUG-OF-WAR A FIGHT TO THE FINISH

The 2002 AVRDC Tug-of-war ended up being a tough battle in an event that many expected would be a cakewalk for the Administration Team. Instead, the final round saw the Administration side defeat a determined Program III in a battle which lasted longer than the previous three rounds. Congratulations go out to the victors! The final order of finish was: First Place: Administration; Second Place: Program III; Third Place: Program I; Fourth Place: Program II. Thanks to Mike Liu and Gina Deng of the Recreation and Social Committee for organizing a successful event.

2002的年度拔河比賽，想當然爾的優勝隊伍是行政隊，但沒想到碰上了外表似乎不起眼，但卻也不怎麼好對付的第三處，硬是比其他組僵持的久一些才獲得勝利，也算是打了一場漂亮的硬戰，在此，恭喜所有的優勝者，成績依序為—冠軍得主：行政隊，亞軍—第三處，季軍—第一處，殿軍—第二處。謝謝康委會劉崑山及鄧思靜費心安排賽程，讓比賽進行地緊張又不失有趣，重要的是大家都來參與啦！

- Source: Recreation & Social Committee
[image: image1.jpg]



