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If  the projections of the UN prove to be correct, the 
mean temperature of the earth's atmosphere will rise by 
several degrees Celsius by the end of 2100. Although 

Africans may have contributed the least to climate 
change, fears are widespread that Africa will be hit 
worst. And the first to be affected by any changes in the  
weather are those who live by the seasons and are 
dependent on rainfall: the farmers.  

Across Africa, the landscape is already changing. The 
snowy caps of Mount Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya are 
shrinking, the shoreline of Lakes Chad, Tanganyika and 
Victoria are receding, with Lake Chad being a twentieth 
of the size it was 35 years ago.  Climate changes are also 
a reality for millions of farmers,  confronted with more 

unreliable rainy seasons and low water supplies - a 
dramatic problem for a continent dependent almost 
entirely on rain for its agriculture. Adapting agriculture 
to the changing environment is therefore a question of 
survival, and there is a big demand for new strategies to 

transform short-term emergency relief efforts into 
sustainable, long-term solutions . 

Climate change is now on the political agenda 
worldwide and this new focus influences donor policies.  
“Climate adaptation programs are springing up across 

the continent”, a recent article in the SciDev news 
Network comments.   

 

Research has an important role to play in providing a 
better understanding of the relationships within 
ecosystems. “The potential impacts of climate change on 

agricultural production will depend not on climate per 
se, but also on the internal dynamics of agricultural 
systems, including their ability to adapt to changes”, 
states the FAO Committee on Agriculture in 
summarizing the effects of climate on food security.  

A success in mitigating climate change depends on how 
well agricultural crops and systems can adapt to 
increased environmental stress. AVRDC has been 
working on developing vegetable varieties that are 
tolerant to high temperatures and extreme moisture 
levels, such as drought and flo0ding. Other areas of 

research are concerned with improving water use 
efficiency in horticultural production systems. The 
recently launched project on Vegetable Breeding and 
Seed Systems (vBSS) for sub-Saharan Africa combines 
both aspects, and it  focuses on the continent where 

climate change will pose the biggest challenges.  

Further reading: 

Spotlight on Climate Change in sub-Saharan Africa 

- SciDev Net (http://www.scidev.net) 

Climate Variability and Change: A Challenge for Sustainable 
Agricultural Production 
- FAO Committee on Agriculture  
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/003/x9177e.htm) 

- Communications 

Climate Change in Africa: Biggest Threat to Food Security 
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Recommended Web Link:  OSP  

“OSP – Organic Seed Partnership” This site aims 
to enhance existing regionally-focused activities in the 
USA to create a strong national network aimed at 

developing and delivering improved vegetable varieties 
selected for superior performance in organic systems. 
The project integrates participatory farm-based crop 
breeding and selection activities in organic systems, 

supported by regional research centers that ensure the 
early engagement of growers, consumers and seed 
companies. 

Please visit http://www.plbr.cornell.edu/psi/OSP%
20home.htm 

- Source: Dr. Paul A. Gniffke/Plant Breeder 

New Popular Magazines Now Available in the Library  

The Economist: A good time for a squeeze – 4th–10th 
August 2007 

National Geographic (Chinese) – August 2007 

Scientific American (English) – August 2007 

Time: India charges ahead – 13 August 2007 

- Source: Fang-chin Chen/Communications 

http://www.plbr.cornell.edu/psi/OSP
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The 2nd IPM-CRSP Workshop, Ciloto, Indonesia, 7-9 August 2007 

Participants from the Philippines and Indonesia joined 
IPM-CRSP resource persons from Clemson University 

and collaborators from AVRDC-The World Vegetable 
Center to discuss new initiatives, share experiences and 
plan for the next year of the 3rd Phase of IPM CRSP for 
Southeast Asia. The Regional Director for ARC in 
Thailand shared with the participants some insights 
into the use of protein baiting to manage fruit flies that 

damage fleshy vegetables in the region.  ARC will work 
with the IPM-CRSP in the region to develop viable and 
sustainable fruit fly management in vegetable 
ecosystems. Dr. Greg Luther also shared with the 

participants the advances made by AVRDC-The World 
Vegetable Center; in particular our work on vegetable 

grafting using resistant root stocks. The workshop 
discussed the role of ARC in linking IPM-CRSP to the 
network of agencies involved in safe and healthy 
vegetable production in Southeast Asia and linking with 
markets in the region. 

- Source: Dr. Peter Aun-Chuan Ooi/Regional Director/AVRDC-ARC 

Welcome 

Dr. Ratiya Pongpisutta, Research 
Intern from Kasetsart University, 
Thailand, arrived at AVRDC on 5 

August 2007 for 2 weeks of training. 
Dr. Pongpisutta will work on “The 
techniques of evaluation for 
resistance to pepper anthracnose, 

Phytophthora blight and tomato late blight” under the 
supervision of Dr. Tien-chen Wang. She can be 

contacted at 340 (office) and 872 (dormitory), 
<agrryp@ku.ac.th>. 

 

Dr. Surya Prasad Bhattarai, 
Postdoctoral Fellow from Central 
Queensland University, Australia arrived 

at AVRDC on 5 August 2007 for six 
months of training. Dr. Bhattarai will 
work on the “Plant response to oxygation: 
revealing the molecular functioning of 

Aquaporins” and “Stress (drought/heat) tolerance 
studies” under the guidance of Drs. Palada and de la 

Peña. He can be contacted at 411 (office) and 871 
(dormitory), <surya.bhattarai@netra.avrdc.org.tw>. 

- Source: Rose Chan/Communications 

mailto:agrryp@ku.ac.th
mailto:surya.bhattarai@netra.avrdc.org.tw
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AVRDC-RCA successfully participated at the Tanzania 
national agricultural exhibition (locally known as Nane 

Nane), which ended on 8 August. Under the theme 
“Growing vegetables for better health and nutrition”, RCA 
displayed posters, seeds, recipes, preserved vegetables, and 
an indigenous vegetable home garden featuring promising 
varieties of crops such as nightshade, amaranth, African 
eggplant, wandering jew (Commelina africana), hair 

lettuce (Launea cornuta), Malabar spinach, sweet potato, 
jute mallow, tomato, spiderplant, Bidens pilosa, galinsoga, 
Roselle, purslane (Portulaca olaraceae), Ethiopian 
mustard and pumpkin. 

Many participants who went to the show also visited the 
RCA stand and demonstration plot and there was a lot 
of interest in the indigenous vegetables and their 

nutritional and medicinal properties.  

Banners with the theme message were displayed on the 
side of several public service vehicles plying all the 
routes in Arusha with aim of raising awareness on the 
importance of producing and consuming vegetables. 

- Source: Dr. Shilpi Saxena/AVRDC-RCA 

Good Response at “Nane Nane”— the Tanzania National Agricultural Exhibition 
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News from  Africa 

Mr. Jan Helsen started officially on the 1st of August, 
2007 at AVRDC-RCA as the Program Manager for the 

pan-African Program on Vegetable Breeding and Seed 
Systems for Poverty Reduction in Africa (vBSS). One of 
the first major activities in which he will be involved, 

together with Dr. Rémi Nono-Womdim, is the 
organization of the vBSS inception planning workshop, 

scheduled from 29 to 31 August at RCA, in which staff 
from AVRDC HQ as well as all Liaison Officers will 
participate. 

New Staff and New Missions 

Visitors 

Prof. Dr. Matin Qaim from the University of 
Hohenheim, Germany, Institute for International 
Agricultural Trade and Food Security visited RCA together 

with his PhD student, Mr. James Rao from 2 to 3 
August. Prof. Qaim presented a seminar on "Consumer 
Demand for Foods from Modern Supply Chains: A Study 
for Fruits and Vegetables in Vietnam” and Mr. James Rao, 
who will be staying on longer, presented a talk on "High-
Value Agricultural Markets and Contract Farming: 

Implications for Rural Development in Africa". His field 
work might be in Tanzania and / or Kenya. 

Mr. Zephania Ubwani, Bureau Chief of “The Citizen” 
in Arusha visited RCA in relation to RCA’s new 
signboards and RCA’s activities at Nane Nane  on 6 

August. 

Dr. Jeremiah Haki, Director of Research and 
Training of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security visited RCA on 6 August for discussions. 

- Source: Dr. Shilpi Saxena/AVRDC-RCA 

Travel 

Dr. Peter A. C. Ooi, 15-21 August, to Vietnam, to 
discuss implementation activities for the IFAD funded 
project with local partners. 

- Source: Dr. Peter A.C. Ooi/Regional Director/AVRDC-ARC 

Dr. M.L. Chadha, 14 August-10 September, on annual 
leave.  

- Source: Yvonne Ting/ASU 

Farewell 

Ms. C. Yueh-hsia Wu, Greenhouse aide in the virology 
unit will retire on August 10 2007. Ms. C. Yueh-hsia has 
served the Center for more than 27 years. We express our 

deep appreciation for her hard work which she conducted 
with diligence, dedication, team spirit and a big smile. We 
wish her happiness, health, good luck and personal 
fulfillment for the next chapter of her life. 

吳江月霞女士植物病毒組溫室助手將在今天退休，江

女士在中心服務已超過27年，我們誠心地謝謝她長久

以來的辛勤工作、重視團隊精神，並且永遠掛著一臉

燦爛的微笑。祝福江女士健康、快樂、福報滿滿！ 

- Source: Felisa Wang/HR and Dr. Sylvia Green/Virology Unit 


