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Committed to development? 
The 2008 Commitment to Development Index 
(CDI), released during the first week in December by the 
Center for Global Development, a Washington D.C. think-

tank, may prompt NGOs across the globe to refine their 
fundraising strategies.   

The CDI uses data from around the world to measure and 
then rank 22 rich-country governments on whether they are 

living up to their potential to help poor countries—not just 
through aid, but also by six other criteria: trade, migration, 
technology and investment policies, and responsible 
environmental and security stances. 

The Netherlands 
took the top slot, on 
the strength of its 

ample foreign aid, 
falling greenhouse 
gas emissions, and 
strong support for 

investment. Close 
behind were three 
other generous aid 
donors: Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. Although 
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand generally do not 

provide much financial aid, they also made it into the top 
half thanks to strong policies on trade, investment, 
migration, and security.  

Among the G-7 countries, only the United Kingdom was 

placed firmly in the top half. Japan and South Korea, which 
was included in the Index for the first time this year, 
finished last; aid as a percentage of these two country’s 
GDPs is low, and immigration and imports are limited.  

The United States was ranked 17th. US spending on foreign 
aid trails other rich countries; much of the aid is “tied” to the 
purchase of US goods and services and a lot of it goes not 
where it is most needed, but where the US has geopolitical 

interests. However, US barriers against poor country 
agricultural exports are lower than most other rich 
countries; its citizens give more than most in private aid; 
and the country scores well on policies to promote new 
technologies that help poor people in the developing world. 

The Index hopes to coax (or goad) countries languishing in 
the bottom half to step up their financial commitments and 
reshape policy with a global, pro-poor perspective. Hopes 

are high that the incoming Obama administration in the US 
will seize the opportunity to help the world’s poor; many of 
the policies the index measures would cost little or nothing 
to improve in budgetary terms, but could have a significant 
impact in developing countries.  

Read more: http://www.cgdev.org/content/article/detail/1387273/ 

Chart from the December 12th Economist 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a good start 
for a successful and rewarding New Year! 

Dr. Dyno Keatinge, Dr. Jackie Hughes, Dr. Yin-Fu Chang 

http://www.avrdc.org
http://www.cgdev.org/content/article/detail/1387273/
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Models for innovation diffusion. 
Newbury Park, CA: Sage 

Publications, Ltd. 87 pp. 

— Fang-chin Chen, Editorial and Library 
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FOCUS: AFRICA 

vBSS Madagascar builds public-private partnerships 

A Planning Workshop for the 
vBSS Regional Breeding Unit 
was held at FOFIFA (Le Centre 
National de Recherche Appliquée 
au Développement Rural) in 

Antananarivo, Madagascar on 9 
December 2008. The Vegetable 
Breeding and Seed Systems 
program was introduced to private 
seed enterprises during the 

workshop.  

Forty-two participants discussed 
the roles and contributions of the 
private sector to the vBSS program. 
Representatives from the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Fisheries (MALP), the Africa Seed 
Trade Association (AFSTA), the 
vBSS Program Advisory Committee 
(PAC), the Association for Seed 
Promotion in Madagascar 

(AMPROSEM), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
and other institutions, NGOs, and 
private companies attended. All 
vBSS Innovation Platform 

members also participated. 

Presentations highlighted vBSS 
programs, conditions for the 
development of Africa’s vegetable 
sector, and public-private 
partnerships for sustainable 

vegetable systems.  

Working groups on research, seed 
production, promotion/
dissemination, and nutrition 

crafted work plans for 2009. 
Stakeholders were committed to 
join together to foster greater 
synergies. vBSS will provide seeds 
and training support; each 
institution will provide their own 

resources according to their 
previous programs to promote 
value-added outcomes. Guanomad 
enterprise will provide the bat 
guano (organic fertilizer) for the 
trials and will be given results of 

trials from all stakeholders. 

Mrs. Mina Tsiriarijao 
Andrianarisoa, the Agricultural 
Research Support Director of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 

and Fisheries, chaired the opening 
and closing sessions. She 
commended vBSS for bringing all 

partners together, and advised 
partners to work hard as they strive 
to attain the major goals of the 
vBSS program in Madagascar. 

— Benjamin Rakotoarisoa 
Liaison Officer for vBSS Madagascar 

Opening session (left to right): Mr. Simeon Rakotomamonjy, Head Agronomic Research Department FOFIFA; Mr. Eddy 
Randrianatsimbazafy, Chairman AMPROSEM; Mrs. Mina Tsiriarijao Andrianarisoa, Agricultural Research Support 
Director of the Ministry of Agriculture , Livestock and Fisheries; Mr. Justin Rakotoarisaona, Secretary General AFSTA; 
Mr. Ramanamidona Jean Yves, Director CTHA (Antananarivo Technical Horticultural Center); and Mr. Benjamin 
Rakotoarisoa, Liaison Officer vBSS Madagascar, giving the welcome speech. 

Working groups discuss promotion and 
dissemination work plans (top) and the 
research work plan (bottom) for 2009. 



PEOPLE 

Dr. Marilyn 
Belarmino, the 
new Genetic 

Resources Support 
Scientist at RCA, 
has been assigned 
to the vBSS 

program as a tissue culture 
specialist and will also manage 

genebank operations at the RCA 
research stations. Dr. Belarmino 
has a PhD in Agricultural Sciences 
from Yamagata University, Japan 
and an MSc in Horticulture from 

University of the Philippines Los 
Baños. She will visit headquarters 
in Taiwan from 6-20 January 
before moving to Tanzania. 
E-mail: 
marilyn.belarmino@worldveg.org 

Mr. Philip 
Ndung’u will 
begin working as 

the Regional 
Administration 
and Finance 
Officer for RCA 

from 1 January 2009. He is a 
certified public accountant and has 

a MBA from United States 
International University, Nairobi, 
Kenya. Currently he works at 
ICRISAT-Nairobi as the regional 
accountant and administrator for 

Eastern and Southern Africa. 
 

E-mail: 
philip.ndungu@worldveg.org 

 

Dr. Viveka 
Katoch will join 
the vBSS 

program on 
5 January 2009 
as a Vegetable 
Breeder in 

Madagascar. Dr. Katoch obtained 
a PhD in vegetable sciences from 

CSK HPKV University in India, 
where she has been working as an 
assistant vegetable breeder since 
February 2006.  
 

E-mail: 
viveka.katoch@worldveg.org 

— HR 

Welcome 
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CORNUCOPIA 

Iş birliği  - Collaboration in Turkish 

The CWANA region (Central and 
West Asia and North Africa) 
continues to take shape on the 

research map of AVRDC – The 
World Vegetable Center. Last week, 
on 16 December 2008, the Center 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the 
General Directorate of Agricultural 

Research, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs of Turkey. The 
purpose of the MoU is to develop, 
design and implement specific joint 
projects when the resources of both 

organizations can be used more 
effectively through cooperative 
efforts in proposal development for 

external funding. “In addition, 
AVRDC and the Ministry will 
promote and facilitate public and 
private cooperation through 
specific activities to enhance both 
organizations’ capabilities and 

exchange genetic and other 
research material,” says  
Dr. Markus Kaiser, AVRDC 
Coordinator for Program and 
Partnership Development. 

AVRDC – The World Vegetable 
Center also signed two hosting 
agreements with Bioversity 

International and the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA). Bioversity is hosted at RCA 
campus in Arusha, Tanzania; 
AVRDC has access to IITA’s 
infrastructure and administrative 

support in Mali.  
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