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14 November 2008 

The Center has been bustling with 
activity, languages, and new faces 
as HQ played host to the AVRDC 

2008 Global Strategic Planning 
meeting from 4-14 November. Held 
in place of the annual Internal 
Review, the GSP brought together 
participants from every AVRDC 
regional center and office with HQ 

staff for a week of theme retreats, 
followed by 3 to 4 days of more 
focused research summaries and 
discussions.   

In his opening remarks, Director 

General Dr. Dyno Keatinge 

emphasized that this is just the 
beginning of the development of 
the strategic plan, and that a lot 

more time will need to be invested 
to develop an appropriate 
document that highlights serious 
issues, clarifies development goals, 
and will be of value to donors.  

The Chair of the AVRDC Board 
Program Committee, Prof. Sally 
Smith, also attended the meetings 
and remarked how pleased she was 
to see that everything highlighted 
by the EPMR was either in progress 

or mentioned during the meetings. 

She encouraged AVRDC to be 
“explicit about what makes us 
special” in these times of 

heightened donor competition.  

It was long days for all participants, 
but trips to Maolin and Tainan, and 
the variety of food choices offered 
during the International Food Fair 

and by Sylvia Hsu and the Food and 
Dormitory Services team, kept us 
going. Thanks to all involved for 
your hard work and thoughtful 
contributions. 

— Kathryn Hamilton  

2008 Global Strategic Planning, HQ 
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New publications 
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Toppino, L., Vale, G., Rotino, G.L. 
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Kumar, S., Rai, A., Kumar, S. 
(2008). Vegetables. In: Intellectual 
property rights in horticulture./ ed. 
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V.A.; Prasath, D.; New Delhi: 
Associated Publishing Company. 

p.201-220. 

…from the Biotechnology/Molecular Breeding (Eggplant, Pepper and Tomato) SDI Bulletin 

… from Center staff 

New book available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singh, P., Asati, B.S. (2008). Seed 
Production Technology of 
Vegetables. Delhi: Daya Publishing 
House. ix, 545 pp. 

 

Here are some useful chapters 
from this book: 

ü Brinjal (Solanum melongena L.). 
p.127-139. 

ü Tomato (Lycopersicon 

esculentum Mill.). p.139-155. 

ü Chilli and Bell Pepper Capsicum 
fruitescens L. (Chilli) Capsicum 

annuum L. (Bell pepper). p.155-166. 

ü Cauliflower (Brassica oleracea 
var. botrytis). p.194-201. 

ü Cabbage (Brassica oleracea var. 
capitata Linn.). p.201-209. 

ü Turnip (Brassica campestris var. 
rapa). p.209-215. 

ü Onion (Allium cepa L.). p.215-224. 

ü Cucumber (Cucumis sativus L.). 
p.269-276. 

ü Bitter Gourd (Momordica 
charantia Linn). p.286-292. 

 

— Fang-chin Chen, Editorial and Library 

Reminder for staff publications 

If you have publications that have 

not been submitted to the Library, 
please e-mail details to  
Fang-chin Chen 
at fang-chin.chen@worldveg.org 

mailto:fang-chin.chen@worldveg.org
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FOCUS: TANZANIA, AFRICA 

The 14th Africa Region Vegetable Production and Research Training Course 

On 31 October the Regional Center 
for Africa (RCA) held a Graduation 
Ceremony for training scholars of 

the 14th Africa Region Vegetable 
Production and Research Training 
course held in Arusha, Tanzania. 
Twenty-eight participants from 19 
African countries graduated. The 
scholars came from Tanzania, 

Swaziland, Madagascar, South 
Africa, Botswana, Zambia, Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Cameroon, Nigeria, Mali, Senegal, 
Gambia, Burkina Faso, Niger, Ivory 

Coast, and Ghana. The training 
course started on 3 July; topics 
covered included all aspects of 
vegetable production and research,  
with an emphasis on production 
practices, extension approaches, 

plant protection, varietal 
improvement, varietal evaluation, 
seed production, and experimental 
design and statistics. Experiential 
learning was the approach used. 

Apart from RCA staff, resource 
persons were invited from different 
countries to share their expertise in 
many different topics. This 
included AVRDC-HQ staff 
members Ms. Didit Ledesma, 

and Drs. Srinivasan 

Ramasamy, Peter Hanson, 

Edward Javier, Paul Gniffke, 
Zhanyong Sun, and Ray-Yu 
Yang. Fifty percent of the training 
curriculum covered practical 
research, with each scholar carrying 

out an independent research 
project. This was a special course 
designed to meet specific goals in 
AVRDC’s Research and 
Development continuum. Apart 
from building their knowledge and 

practical skills, the scholars who 

have just graduated are expected to 

go back and carry out research 
oriented toward fulfilling the goals 
of the Vegetable Breeding and Seed 
Systems Project (vBSS). We will be 
working with them very closely. 

Thirteen of the participants were 
AVRDC research staff based in 
Tanzania, Mali, Cameroon and 
Madagascar. 

— Dr. Mel O. Oluoch, AVRDC-RCA 

Photos 1-4:  Mr. Mwalimu Menza from Kenya Agricultural Research Institute;  
Ms. Folasade Tairu from National Horticultural Research Institute; Mr. Gibril Williams from 
Gambian Horticultural Enterprise, Gambia; and Mr. Salami Issoufou from Institute of 
Agronomic Research (INRA), Niger being awarded diploma certificate by Mr. Jan Helsen (vBSS 
Project Administrative Manager) and Dr. Mel Oluoch (Training Specialist) 
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Name: Benjamin Rakotoarisoa 

Home: Ambositra Madagascar, 
where my mother is still living. 

Position: vBSS Program Liaison 
Officer for Madagascar based in 
Madagascar 

Why you do what you do:  

I grew up in a remote rural area until 
the end of primary school. Then I had 
to move to the nearest town for my 
further education. My father was an 

innovative farmer. I observed him 
through my childhood; most of the 
neighbours envied his success. I 
visited my rural family and continued 

to observe and capitalize on our 
household know-how until I left for 
the University of Agronomy. Then, I 
opted for the Food Processing Branch 
at the university, as I believe that this 

value chain will significantly help 
farmers. My devotion to improving 
household livelihood conditions 
through agriculture is very strong. 

Why you do it at AVRDC: 

It is really exciting for me to join 

AVRDC as I know that vegetables are 
short-cycle crops, and we can 
improve household livelihood 
conditions by doing things in a good 
way. This is my challenge! I am here 

to share what I have learned and to 
learn from the others! The five core 
themes and our diversity make the 
difference, as we have the assets to 

act on the vegetable value chains and 
impact our target groups. 

I work across the Breeding, 
Production and Marketing themes 

with many partners to achieve my 
goals. I am confident, as I feel 
opportunity is on our side. 

Research/Activities: 

I started my professional work in 1985 
and spent 10 years within the NARES 
Madagascar, in charge of the potato 
and sweet potato applied research 

program. We had contact with AVRDC 
and got some accessions of sweet 
potato at that time. 

Thereafter I joined CARE 
International Madagascar for 10 
years on a Root Crops Improvement 
Project, a participatory research 
project conducted in partnership with 

public services, the private sector, 
and NGOs through 2001. Then I 
managed a Cyclone Preparedness 
Project in the cyclone-prone area 

until 2003, providing prompt 
emergency services, and took a 
position as Food Security Project 

Manager. I left in 2005 to join the 
Millennium Challenge Account as an 
Agri Business Center Manager before 
I joined AVRDC-The World 

Vegetable Center in July 2007. 

Priorities for next five years: 

We need to develop as much as we can 

through the five core themes at our 
different offices to add more value and 
make a difference across the world. 
Our regional office and sub-offices will 
grow; we must know how to capitalize 

on our diversity to achieve our goals. 
This is a continuous effort which needs 
to be supported. 

Favorite vegetable(s): 

Mixed vegetables (cabbage, sweet 
potato leaves, sugar beet) slightly 
boiled, and water cress, cucumber, 
onion and tomato salad, seasoned 

with vinegar sauce! But the dish I 
prepared during the International 
Food Fair — ground green cassava 
leaves with pork meat — is very tasty! 

I think Ray-Yu should check the 
nutritional value of this dish before 
and after cooking! 

SKETCH 

PEOPLE 

Dr. Venuprasad Ramaiah, Postdoctoral Fellow in Abiotic Stress Tolerance, 

Biotechnology/Molecular Breeding  
Dr. Venuprasad 
Ramaiah 
reported for duty 

at HQ on 10 
November 2008.  
His initial 
appointment is for 

two years until 31 October 2010.  

His wife, Sowmya, will join him in 
January next year. Dr. Ramaiah 
will stay in Apartment 643 (ext. 

643) at the Center’s New Training 
Hostel.  

Dr. Ramaiah will share an office 
with Dr. Rachael Symonds, located 

at the Biotechnology Office in the 
Laboratory Building.   

Contact Venuprasad at ext. 365, 
venuprasad.ramaiah@worldveg.org 

—  Dr. Yin-Fu Chang, Deputy Director General 

for Administration and Services 

mailto:venuprasad.ramaiah@worldveg.org

