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Greening 

the cities – 

with food 

I s agriculture a purely rural 
activity? Mixing modern urban 
settings with the world’s 

second oldest economic activity is 

no contradiction to the proponents 
of urban farming. Their number is 
increasing, and from New York to 
London to Tokyo it is not only the 
trendsetters such as LOHAS 

(Lifestyle of Health and 
Sustainability) supporters, who 
envision greenhouses like 
skyscrapers that are powered by 
solar energy to provide fresh 
produce to citizens. The concept of 

vertical farming excites not only 
architects, but agriculturalists, too: 
Greenhouses in cities allow for 
year-round crop production in a 
controlled environment; all 
produce could be organic as there 

would be no exposure to wild pests 
and pathogens. One does not have 
to go that far, though. More and 
more grassroots initiatives are 
tilling the urban soil. In a city like 

London, where 60 percent of all 
land is green space and at least half 
of the households have gardens, 
gardening for food could help 
families save money as food prices 
are expected to rise further.                        

A key term is re-localization: 
Produce locally, consume locally. 
The old slogan is experiencing a 

revival, and is used to encapsulate 
opposition to Big Agriculture’s 
promises of a green high-tech 
Shangri-la.                                           

If urban farming is taking off in 
developed countries, it is definitely 
an interesting prospect for 
developing countries. The idea is 
not new, as a variety of 
development cooperation programs 

worldwide shows.  According to the 
latest estimate from the United 
Nations, the world's urban 
population is expected to increase 
from 2.76 billion in 1995 to 5.34 

billion in the year 2025. At this 
point more than half (2.72 billion) 

will reside in Asian cities (UNFPA, 
1996). These urbanites will want  
fresh produce that’s safe to eat. In 

that context, vegetable production 
is coming to the fore, as it provides  
benefits in addition to healthy food. 
Vegetable production in urban and 
peri-urban centers is particularly 
suited for small-scale farming due 

to short crop cycles, the high labor 
input required, and the small land 
area required for effective 
cultivation. AVRDC – The World 
Vegetable Center can build on years 

of experience in providing  
expertise, systems, and germplasm 
for small-scale farmers whether 
they are located in, near, or outside 
cities. Through SUSPER 
(Sustainable Development of Peri-

Urban Agriculture in South-East 
Asia), a project that was conducted 
from 2002 to 2007, AVRDC has 
raised the capacity of public and 
private stakeholders involved in 
making peri-urban agriculture 

more sustainable and profitable, 
thus making a greater contribution 
to food security.  

 

  

Inspired by BBC News, 24 June: 
“Sowing the seeds of urban 
farming” 

More on SUSPER:            
www.avrdc.org/susper 

As populations in cities increase and concern 

grows over the safety of the food chain, city 

dwellers will turn to urban and peri-urban 

farmers for supplies of fresh vegetables.   

http://www.avrdc.org
http://www.avrdc.org/susper
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… from Center staff 
 

 

 

Davis, A.R., Perkins-Veazie, P., 
Sakata, Y., Lopez-Galarza, S., 
Maroto, J.V., Lee, S.G., Huh, Y.C., 
Sun, Z.Y., Miguel, A., King, S.R., 
Cohen, R., Lee, J.M. (2008). 
Cucurbit grafting. CRITICAL 

REVIEWS IN PLANT SCIENCES. 
v.27 (1):50-74.  

Juroszek, P., Lumpkin, T.A., 
Easdown, W., Tsai, H.H. 
(2008). Organic vegetable 

production and research needs in 
the tropics and subtropics.  In: 
Organic agriculture in the tropics 
and subtropics. Bonn : ISOFAR. 
p.29-52. 

Kavanaugh, C.J., Trumbo, P.R., 
Ellwood, K.C. (2007). The U.S. food 

and drug administration's 
evidence-based review for qualified 
health claims: tomatoes, lycopene, 
and cancer. JOURNAL OF THE 

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE. 
v.99(14):1074-1085. 

Dumas, Y., Dadomo, M., Lucca, 
G.D., Grolier, P. (2003). Effects of 
environmental factors and 
agricultural techniques on 
antioxidant content of tomatoes. 
JOURNAL OF THE SCIENCE OF 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE. v.83
(5):369-382. 

Hwang, E.S., Bowen, P.E. (2002). 
Can the consumption of tomatoes 
or lycopene reduce cancer risk?. 

INTEGRATIVE CANCER 
THERAPIES. v.1(2):121-132. 

Chellemi, D.O., Rhoads, F.M., 
Olson, S.M., Rich, J.R., Murray, D., 

Murray, G., Sylvia, D.M. (1999). An 
alternative, low-input production 
system for fresh market tomatoes. 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
ALTERNATIVE AGRICULTURE. 
v.14(2):59-68.  

…recent articles requested by 
scientists 

New books available 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organic agriculture in the 

tropics and subtropics by Ulrich 
Kopke, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomato yellow leaf curl virus 
disease: management, 

molecular biology, breeding for 
resistance by Henryk Czosnek, 
2007.   

  

 

New research interface on trial 

FlySheet Information Services, Inc. has recently provided the Center with trial access to OvidSP, a new interface 
for ARIGCOLA, AGRIS and CABI Abstracts. We will also have access to 700 free e-journals through OvidSP.  

We have free use of the service until 20 July. Please take advantage of this trial period and let us know if it 
suits your needs. 

Visit ovidsp.ovid.com/autologin.html to access the databases and visit resourcecenter.ovidsp.com/
onlineTraining.html for Tutorials on OvidSP. 

 

— Fang-chin Chen, Communications 
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CORNUCOPIA 

The final workshop of the ADB-
funded RETA 6208 project 
“Improving rural livelihoods 
through development of vegetable-

based postharvest technologies in 

Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam” 
was held at AVRDC-The World 
Vegetable Center headquarters on 
24-25 June. National coordinators 

of the three countries, team 

members and representatives of 
NARES partners, scientists and 
staff from HQ and the ADB 

Postharvest Project Office in Laos, 
and Mr. Peiter Ypma, manager of 
CAMIP/CEDA project, attended the 
workshop to examine project 
achievements against expected 
outputs, present some outcomes, 

and explore activities that could be 
done in collaboration with similar 
initiatives after the project formally 
ends on 31 July 2008.  

We especially appreciate the great 

support from the staff in HQ. Your 
contributions led to a very 
successful workshop. 

— Dr. Antonio Acedo Jr. 

Regional Project Coordinator, Lao PDR 

RETA at HQ 

PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff promotion — Ray-yu Yang 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

Mrs. Tchientche Kamga will join the vBSS program in Cameroon as a  
Research Assistant on 1 July. Mrs. Kamga graduated from the Agricultural 
University of Dschang (Cameroon) in 2002. Before joining AVRDC, she 

worked with various development projects. 

— Shilpi Saxena, AVRDC-RCA 

I am very pleased to inform you that Dr. Ray-Yu Yang will be promoted to 
IRS position status effective 1 July 2008.  This promotion is in recognition of 
her good performance and the additional responsibility as Global Theme 

Leader for Nutrition. 

Congratulations Ray-Yu. 

— J.D.H. Keatinge, Director General 
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FOCUS: AFRICA 

Scientific Week: Dr. Abdou 

Tenkouano, Director AVRDC-RCA, 
and Dr. Christophe Kouamé, vBSS 
liaison officer in Cameroon 
participated in the Eighth General 
Assembly of CORAF/WECARD, the 
sub-regional organization for 

agricultural research and 
development in West and Central 
Africa, in Yaoundé, Cameroon on  
7-13 June 2008.  

The region’s first scientific week 
featured exhibits from participating 
organizations, including AVRDC. 
Drs. Tenkouano and Kouamé held 
several side meetings with NARS 

and individual CG centers to 

explore collaborative research 
opportunities. Working visits to 
pan-African regulatory agencies 

active in the area of intellectual 
property (OAPI) and business law 
(OHADA) were also carried out.  

g 

 

Agricultural Science Day of 
Cameroon: At the 11 June event 
hosted by the National Agricultural 

Research System at Nkolbisson 
Research Station, vBSS liaison 
officer Dr. Kouamé and his staff 
gave a presentation on the program 
and distributed brochures and 
pamphlets to more than 300 

visitors. 

g 

Collecting onions: Dr. Albert 

Rouamba, vBSS vegetable breeder 
(Mali), visited Niger from April 21-
May 2 to collect local populations of 

onion for the breeding program. 
With the support of the National 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(INRAN), 20 ecotypes of onion, 
seeds and bulbs were collected. The 
diversity expected in this material 

will strengthen onion breeding 
activities. Dr. Rouamba explained 
the vBSS mission to INRAN 
researchers and stressed the 
importance of having local 

populations in onion collections for 
both breeding programs. 

g 

Seeds in Cameroon: Mrs. Ronia 
Tanyongana, head of the vBSS Seed 

Health Unit, visited Cameroon 
from 31 May to 7 June. Ronia 
discussed the Cameroonian seed 
environment with seed 
entrepreneurs, staff of the 
quarantine and seed testing 

laboratories, and members of the 
Inter-African Phytosanitary 
Council.  

vBSS staff Esther (center) and Njoh (back) 
brief visitors at the AVRDC booth. 

Dr. Tenkouano (l) welcoming Cameroon’s 
Minister of Scientific Research and Innovation, 
Dr. Madeleine Tchuente (c), to the AVRDC 
exhibit. 

Dr Simon Zok, DG of the Cameroon 
Agricultural Research Institute, visiting 
AVRDC’s exhibition booth. 

Onion storage building in Galmi 
village. (Photo: A. Rouamba) 

Ronia (foreground, in red) meeting with Mr. 
Systus Thomas (right), Director, Cameroon 
Plant Protection and Quality Control. 

Training: The 14th Africa Regional Training Course on Vegetable Crops Production & Research will be 
held from 3 July – 4 November, 2008 at AVRDC’s Regional Center for Africa in Tanzania. The course is open to   
vegetable researchers and extensionists from sub-Saharan Africa. 

— Dr. Shilpi Saxena, AVRDC-RCA 



SKETCH 

Name: Nick Kao 

 

Home: Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

 

Position: Assistant Librarian 

 

Why you do what you do: 

People usually think that librarians 

spend their time reading lots of 
books in the library! I like reading 
indeed. But I also like helping users 

fulfill their information needs. At 
AVRDC library, my duties are 
periodical management; IT; and 

SDI literature searches. I provide 
customized search services for 
anyone at the Center. If you’re a 
researcher and need to know more 
about a specific crop, pest or 
disease, I can gather the latest 

literature for you. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Why you do it at AVRDC: 

My major was “Library and 

Information Management.” This is 
my second job after I completed my 
MS degree in England; I used to 
work at the university library.  

AVRDC is a new working 
environment for me. I did not know 
anything about AVRDC before I 
applied for this job. But now I have 
been working here for one year and 

eight months. I am glad to have an 
opportunity to offer my 
professional skills to the scientists 

and all my colleagues.  

Your favorite experience at 
the Center: 

I find working in a multicultural 

and international atmosphere very 
exciting. I like being exposed to 
different and new ideas. It is 
stimulating. 

Favorite vegetable: Mushroom.  

I prefer them fried, with an extra 
dose of extra virgin olive oil. Very 
tasty! 
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MORE NEWS 

Keeping elephants out of your e-mail 
Elephants are big and block traffic if they wander down the road, and the      
electronic equivalent of a herd of elephants is loose on our e-mail network.   
Huge e-mail attachments block traffic like elephants. Our worldveg.org e-mail 

allows attachments of up to 20MB but these can completely block the              
recipient’s access to e-mail if they are using MS Outlook to access it.  It is      
much easier to access large attachments using web mail or to load them          
into a shared drive and avoid e-mail altogether. 

To send files larger than 1MB within headquarters: 

Load the file onto the Center’s public T: drive and tell the recipient               
the file name and where to find it. 

This is as simple as copying a file onto your D: drive. Most staff in headquarters                                                              
now have a common T: drive on their computers.  

For sharing big files just within your unit: 

Use the Unit’s common U: drive.  

To send large attachments outside headquarters:               

      ZIP them to reduce their size. 

— Communications 

Prevent a stampede! Avoid attaching large 

files to email messages. Use the methods 

mentioned to keep our e-mail network 

running smoothly. 


