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Rot — or not? 

 

 

If you feel like your work has been 

going to waste, you’re probably 
correct: The Food and Agriculture 
Organization reports about one 
third of the horticultural crops 
produced globally for human 
consumption never reach 

consumers.  

That stunning and sad fact is glibly 
referred to as “shrink” in the 
supermarket industry in the US and 

the UK, where each year fresh 
produce worth about $55 billion is 
tossed away. Most loss and waste 
occur in the latter part of the food 
chain through excessive processing, 
packaging, and marketing. Food 

retailers in the developed world 
typically plan for about 8-10% 
waste; much of it occurs in the vast 
displays of fruit and vegetables 
calculated to attract consumers, 

who further compound the problem 
by refusing to accept even slightly 
blemished produce.  

In developing countries, losses start 
at the very beginning of the chain, 
when farmers without access to 

improved seed plant old varieties 
that lack resistance to pests and 
diseases and don’t keep well. 
Without good storage facilities, and 
with few good roads and vehicles to 
quickly transport fresh produce to 

markets, harvests of perishable 
food rot quickly in hot, humid 
climates. Spoilage claims 30% of 
India’s fresh produce, while 
postharvest losses of fruit and 

vegetables in some African 
countries can reach 50%. 

Tomato varieties bred at the World 
Vegetable Center can help farmers 
get more produce to consumers, in 
better condition. In Tanzania, 
varieties “Tengeru97” and “Tanya” 

average 36% higher yields on 
smallholder farms, and fetch higher 
prices in the marketplace. Resistant 
to tomato mosaic virus, Fusarium 
wilt and root knot nematodes, 

theses two varieties keep much 
better, lasting up to three weeks at 

room temperature. Tanzanian 
farmers have developed a thriving 
export industry based on shipping 

the fresh tomatoes to Mauritius and 
the Middle East.  

Postharvest technology will be 
addressed in the 27th Regional 
Training Course on Managing 

Vegetable Production and 
Marketing at the Asian Regional 
Center this November. Researchers 
and extension workers will learn 
harvest, storage and transport 
methods to share with Southeast 

Asian farmers who increasingly 
function in a global marketplace. 

The Swedish International Water 
Institute and the UN have 

challenged governments 
everywhere to halve food wastage 
by 2025. Why is a water institute 
interested in food waste? 
Agriculture is the largest human 
use of water; food lost between 

farmers’ fields and consumers’ 
dinner tables also represents a 
significant waste of water. And 
most vegetables are 90% water. 
 

Learn more: 

Saving Water: From Field to Fork 

www.siwi.org/documents/Resources/

Policy_Briefs/

Paper_13_Field_to_Fork.pdf 

“Supermarket landfills” – BBC Online  

www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/

series7/supermarket_landfills.shtml 

“Shrink rapped” – The Economist, May 17 

2008  

http://www.avrdc.org
http://www.siwi.org/documents/Resources/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/
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We are pleased to announce the new 
journal AgInfo World (Agricultural 
Information Worldwide: An 

International Journal for 
Information Specialists in 
Agriculture, Natural Resources, and 
the Environment) is now available. 

AgInfo World is the official journal 
of the International Association of 
Agricultural Information Specialists 
(IAALD). It provides a forum for 
high-quality articles on information, 
knowledge and communication 

activities related to the applied life 
sciences, including agriculture, food 
from production to marketing, 
natural resources and agricultural 
extension and education. 

Research database 
on trial 

Elsevier Information Services has 
recently provided the Center with 
trial access to SCOPUS.  

SCOPUS is the largest abstract and 
citation database of research 
literature and quality web sources. It 
offers 15,000 peer-reviewed journals 
from more than 4,000 publishers, 
(including 1200 Open Access 

journals, 500 conference 
proceedings, over 600 trade 
publications and 200 book series), 
plus 33 million abstracts and results 
from 386 million scientific web 

pages. Tools to sort, refine and 
quickly identify results help you find 
relevant content fast. 

We have free use of the service 
until 17 June. Please take 

advantage of this trial period and let 
us know if SCOPUS is helpful in 
your research work. 

Please visit www.scopus.com to 
register. 

— Fang-chin Chen/Communications 

New journal       

available 

http://www.scopus.com
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Name: Lydia Wu  

 

Home: Tainan, Taiwan 

 

Position: Head, Food and 
Dormitory Services Unit at HQ; she 

also handles the Center’s training 
program. 

Why you do what you do: 

I think when you can solve a 

problem for others, it makes you 
feel very happy.  It’s like giving 
someone a gift; you get something, 
too. So doing things like working 
out visa issues for our trainees and 
visiting scientists makes their stay 

here more pleasant. I like that.    

Why you do it at AVRDC:  

I came to work at AVRDC more 
than 30 years ago! A few years after 

I graduated from Providence 
College in Taichung – my major 
was Western languages – I took a 
position as secretary to AVRDC’S 
Executive Officer, Mr. Michael 

Chin. I lived in the dormitory then. 
Mr. Chin was a very demanding 
boss…everybody was afraid of him 

but me! So we worked together very 
well. About 10 years ago I was 
asked to join FDS. 

What’s been your best 
experience at the Center:  

 I have had so many opportunities 
to learn new things here. For 

instance, when I started there were 
no computers. Now, of course, I use 
one every day.  People come from 
all over the world to stay at the 
Center, and as I try to make them 
comfortable here I find out a lot of 

things about other cultures. I learn 
by working, and I work to learn.  

Favorite vegetable: Kangkong 

The migration to Active 
Directory in headquarters is 
proceeding well, with over 30 
computers migrated. This new 
system will provide greater 

security, shared electronic 
workspaces for groups and regular 
backups of our data. Our IT 
consultant Ogie Alvarez has 
returned to IRRI, but the migration 

will continue with the help of a 
local IT firm. 

About 190 staff have now started 
using their worldveg.org 
accounts. In the coming weeks 

more and more e-mail will be sent 
to these accounts as they become 
our default e-mail addresses.  If you 

have not accessed your account yet, 
please do – you may be surprised at 
the important messages you’ve 
been missing!  

Tip of the Week 

Need to know more about using 

your worldveg.org account? Get 
the FAQs (frequently asked 
questions) at sites.google.com/a/
worldveg.org/faqs/ or click on 

“Sites” when you enter G-mail. 

Action on Active  
Directory  

Read the latest 
reports on the web 

Worldveg.org E-mail 

Visit www.avrdc.org to read or 
download these documents of        
interest: 

ü 7th External Program and 
Management Review (EPMR) 
report 

ü 2008 APSA-AVRDC Work-
shop proceedings 

ü 2005 Annual Report 

http://www.avrdc.org
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FOCUS: Africa comes to Taiwan 

Ten vBSS program staff 
members from across Africa are at 
headquarters for an intensive 10-

day workshop on plant breeding. 
Each day Dr. Mathew Abang, 
Cameroon; Dr. Martin Yeboah, 
Ghana; Dr. Albert Roumba, 
Burkina Faso; Dr. Christopher 
Ochieng Ojiewo, Kenya; Dr. 

Sokona Dagnoko Sissoko, Mali; 

Dr. Rémi Nono-Womdim, 
Senegal; Dr. Mel Oluoch, Kenya; 

Meïssa Diouf, Senegal; Olawale 

Taiwo Adeniji, Nigeria; and 
Fekadu Fufa Dinssa, Ethiopia 
meet with their HQ colleagues to 

discuss breeding, disease screening, 
virus and bacteria problems, 
information management, 
indigenous vegetables, molecular 
markers, and much more.   

It’s a packed schedule, but there’s 
also time for relaxation. Drs. Peter 
Hanson and Paul Gniffke hosted a 
reception for the group on May 19. 
This weekend, everyone’s invited to 
join the bus trip to Shi-tou Forest 

and Budai Fish Market. 

The VBSS scientists will be on 
campus through May 31.  Join them 
for lunch in the cafeteria or catch 

up with them at coffee time. You 
may just find out who speaks better 
Japanese than Kiswahili; who had a 
very “greasy” moment during the 
vBSS job interview; who likes 
Taiwanese food; how to say “good 

morning” in Bambara; and who will 
be adding some much-needed 
muscle to the Center’s Dragon Boat 
Race team! 

— Communications 

PEOPLE 

Tembung-
Njoh 
Wanduku, 
research 
assistant, holds a 

BSc degree in 
Botany from the 

University of Buea. Njoh worked as 
an intern and assistant in ICRAF’s 
Africa Humid Tropics program. 

 

Esther Pegalepo, 
a seed 
multiplication 
specialist, holds a 
Master’s in Seed 

Science and 
Technology from 
the University of 

Yaoundé. She has experience 
producing maize and bean seed. 

Esther previously worked as an 
agricultural officer in Yaoundé.  

Welcome 

The vBSS program is underway in Cameroon with two new staff members. 

 


